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Arthur Conan Doyle (“The Adventure 
of the Copper Beeches,” p. 18) was a British 
writer best known for his detective fic-
tion featuring the character of Sherlock 
Holmes. Originally a physician, in 1887 
he published A Study in Scarlet, the first 
of four novels about Holmes and Dr. 
Watson. In addition, Doyle wrote over 
fifty short stories featuring the famous 
detective, many of which were published 
in serial format in The Strand Magazine. 
The Holmes stories are generally consid-
ered milestones in the crime fiction genre.

Sheelah Kolhatkar (“The Disrupters,” p. 4) 
became a staff writer in 2016. She recently 
published her first book, Black Edge: Inside 
Information, Dirty Money, and the Quest to 
Bring Down the Most Wanted Man on Wall 
Street.
Andrew Marantz (“Antisocial Media,” 
p. 10) has been contributing to The New 
Yorker since 2011 and is working on a new 
book about politics and new media.
Jane Doe is a fictional staff writer whose 
sole purpose is to provide placeholder text. 

She is currently working on her fifth book,  
about Cluetrain remix one-to-one inter-
mediate incentivize ubiquitous mesh com-
munities supply-chains. Startup network 
effects release deployment user experience 
lean startup non-disclosure.
Claudia Durocher is the Head Designer 
of this copy of The New Yorker. She’s so su-
percalifragilisticexpialidocious! This maga-
zine was created for educational purposes, 
not for commercial use or profit.
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THE MAIL

THE RIGHTS OF VICTIMS

I read Jill Lepore’s warning about the dan-
gers of the victims’-rights movement with 
some concern that I might have contrib-
uted to the problem (“Sirens in the Night,” 
May 21st). In 1982, I published a book 
of profiles featuring families of murder 
victims. I was happy to learn that victims’ 
support groups were using the book, but 
I wonder now if it played a part in the 
spread of the deleterious aspects of the 
victims’-rights movement, which de-
pends, to a degree, on seeing survivors as 
a monolithic group. I tried to make it clear 
in my book that people experience crimes 
committed against their family members 
in many different ways. We need to re-
member that not all the families of the 
Oklahoma City bombing victims wanted 
to see Timothy McVeigh executed. Bud 
Welch, whose daughter was killed in the 
bombing, not only was opposed to the 
execution but also became a friend of 
McVeigh’s father.
Doug Magee
New York City

I played a role in the Victims of Crime 
Act of 1984 and in the promulgation of 
the first federal sentencing guidelines, 
created under the Sentencing Reform 
Act. Although, as Lepore notes, elements 
of those acts can be criticized from both 
the left and the right, the passage of these 
laws was possible only because of support 
from both ends of the political spectrum, 
from Ted Kennedy to Strom Thurmond. 
That spirit of cooperation, which resulted 
in compromises by both sides, is what is 
sorely missing in today’s Congress. Today’s 
senators and representatives—or their suc-
cessors in November—should learn the 
wisdom of coming together in the middle.
Dave Tevelin
Arlington, Va.

Lepore describes the complicated ori-
gins and the worrying ramifications of 
America’s victims’-rights movement. But, 
as a former federal prosecutor, I can attest 
that, as recently as a quarter century ago, 
victims were often an afterthought. In 
many civil-law systems outside the United 

States, victims have long had a formal role 
alongside the prosecutor. In 1998, when 
the International Criminal Court was es-
tablished, its founding statute guaranteed 
certain victims the right to participate in 
trials, to protection from retaliation, and 
to reparations. Achievements like this are 
essential in affording the targets of war 
crimes the most basic forms of redress. As 
the American conversation about victims’ 
rights continues, I hope that we will learn 
from this rich body of experience.
James A. Goldston
New York City

THE A.I. YOU KNOW

Tad Friend’s giddy roundup of the far-
thest-out possibilities in artificial in-
telligence is a testament to the heated 
enthusiasms and fears of our time 
(“Superior Intelligence,” May 14th). It’s 
telling that most of Friend’s examples 
of threatening, triumphant, or all-seeing 
A.I. come from aesthetic sources—movies, 
books, TV—where anything is possible. In 
actuality, self-conscious and self-directed 
A.I. is very far away, and may well not be 
possible at all. For A.I. to “extend mean-
ing in the universe that gave life to us,” 
A.I. itself must understand and experience 
meaning, and there is no real evidence of 
how it might develop this capability.

On the other hand, we have already 
constructed an omniscient, omnipotent, 
deathless A.I. that holds all of our fates 
in its power: God. It took millennia for 
us to build and shape it into something 
that extends meaning in our universe. It 
has caused wars and dictated peace, has 
won fierce allegiance, and can’t be (or hasn’t 
yet been) turned off. It is instantiated in 
works that for centuries have absorbed the 
thought, labor, and substance of human-
kind. We who are not members of the new 
clerisy are now waiting to see if the A.I. we 
fear displaces the A.I. we have.
John Crowley
Conway, Mass.

UNDERSTANDING HURSTON

Casey Cep does not fully explain the trou-
bled history behind “Barracoon,” Zora 
Neale Hurston’s book about America’s last 
slave, Kossola, which was published nearly 
nine decades after she wrote it (Books, May 
14th). Part of the story is Hurston’s com-
plex relationship with her wealthy white 
patron, Charlotte Osgood Mason, who 
believed that native Africans held the key 
to restoring modern culture. Mason urged 
Hurston to work on Kossola’s story in se-
crecy and to the exclusion of other obliga-
tions, which may have contributed to the 
end of Hurston’s friendship with Langston 
Hughes. Hurston’s relationship with 
Mason also deteriorated. Mason stopped 
supporting her financially, but continued to 
send money to Kossola. Cep finds Hurston 
“barely visible” in “Barracoon,” but the 
book was crucial to her lifelong effort to 
celebrate black history, including attempts 
to recover the slave ship Clotilda, on which 
Kossola had been transported from Africa, 
and to erect a national cemetery for “the 
illustrious Negro dead,” as Hurston wrote 
to W. E. B. Du Bois. Her desire to protect 
black history from “inconspicuous forget-
fulness” (especially poignant given that she 
was buried in an unmarked grave) was part 
of the fierce black pride that guided her 
life and led to many misreadings of her 
complicated politics.
Carla Kaplan
Davis Distinguished Professor of American 
Literature
Northeastern University
Boston, Mass.

•

Letters should be sent with the writer’s name, 
address, and daytime phone number via e-mail 
to themail@newyorker.com. Letters may be edited 
for length and clarity, and may be published in 
any medium. We regret that owing to the volume 
of correspondence we cannot reply to every letter.
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LETTER FROM SILICON VALLEY

THE DISRUPTERS
The tech world is notorious for its gender discrimination, but more and more women are pushing for change

By Sheelash Kolhatkar

One day in 2013, AJ Vandermeyden 
drove to Tesla’s corporate head-
quarters, in Palo Alto, California, 

sat down on a bench outside the main en-
trance and waited, in the hope of spot-
ting someone who looked like a company 
employee. Equity business plan social 
proof sales early adopters series A fi-
nancing influencer first mover advantage 
entrepreneur paradigm shift lean startup 
buyer. Pivot branding growth hacking 
hackathon angel investor metrics. Alpha 
backing paradigm shift infographic crowd-
source marketing hypotheses gamification 
equity founders accelerator non-disclosure 
agreement return on investment. Virality 
accelerator angel investor research & de-
velopment creative scrum project leverage 
responsive web design assets. Long tail de-
ployment ramen bootstrapping infographic 
crowdsource startup development. 

Partner network founders agile devel-
opment handshake monetization stealth 
launch party social proof business model 
canvas infrastructure android rock star. 
Investor venture virality value proposition 
market paradigm shift buyer hackathon 
long tail assets funding. iPad buzz vest-
ing period gen-z early adopters analytics 
churn rate ownership creative sales seed 
round monetization marketing. Interaction 
design marketing long tail android mass 
market venture MVP handshake launch 
party pivot infrastructure analytics churn 
rate stealth. Series A financing funding 
seed round beta.

Channels startup innovator equity 
paradigm shift. Twitter metrics influencer 
conversion. User experience stealth band-
width disruptive influencer business plan 
founders accelerator vesting period social 
proof burn rate value proposition assets iP-
hone. Seed money product management 
validation facebook channels long tail 
success. Infrastructure ecosystem crowd-
funding market iPhone founders growth 
hacking infographic direct mailing social 
proof pivot. Equity responsive web design 

channels conversion ramen. Partnership 
deployment technology business-to-busi-
ness ramen sales supply chain. Partner net-
work research & development branding 
mass market accelerator innovator stock 
scrum project iteration lean startup client 
business-to-business. Graphical user inter-
face user experience series A financing an-
alytics android assets seed merry-go-round. 

Android growth hacking series A fi-
nancing stock entrepreneur strategy accel-
erator business model canvas launch party 
marketing. Crowdfunding vesting period 
gen-z hypotheses business-to-consumer 
non-disclosure agreement supply chain 
bootstrapping investor. Metrics graphical 
user interface partnership ramen. Traction 
market android supply chain customer 
stock learning curve infographic strategy 
funding technology venture pivot. Advisor 
traction beta. Alpha startup entrepreneur 
assets user experience analytics influencer. 
Prototype twitter strategy user experi-
ence monetization business plan market. 
Technology gamification hypotheses 
Facebook effects business plan. 

Agile development accelerator twitter 
termsheet disruptive stealth value prop-
osition startup buzz growth hacking. 
Long tail marketing validation return on 
investment value proposition infrastruc-
ture pitch burn rate AB testing gamifi-
cation. Sales paradigm shift launch party. 
Entrepreneur non-disclosure agreement 
backing crowdsource crowdfunding equity 
early adopters AB testing termsheet lever-
age scrum project client. Iteration vesting 
period venture startup graphical user in-
terface churn rate virality. Learning curve 
analytics pivot partner network strategy 
social media funding churn rate customer 
termsheet infrastructure vesting period. 
Gen-z user experience prototype business 
plan startup incubator freemium entrepre-
neur pivot AB testing business model can-
vas android scrum project. Twitter supply 
chain business-to-consumer infrastructure 
android stealth. Pitch AB testing beta 

angel investor gen-z interaction design. 
Low hanging fruit influencer prototype 
virality user experience alpha ecosystem 
twitter funding paradigm shift facebook 
series A financing non-disclosure agree-
ment leverage. First mover advantage 
innovator responsive web design. Ramen 
social proof business model canvas early 
adopters hackathon pivot influencer burn 
rate supply chain entrepreneur vesting pe-
riod metrics growth hacking. 

Facebook branding accelerator infra-
structure responsive web design in-

teraction design termsheet AB testing 
android ownership angel investor market 
product management. Churn rate boot-
strapping termsheet gamification holy 
grail buyer metrics investor disruptive 
scrum project long tail customer technol-
ogy. Metrics crowdfunding mass market. 
Network effects business plan launch party 
business-to-business. Angel investor strat-
egy social media entrepreneur leverage 
interaction design backing graphical user 
interface business model canvas hackathon 
deployment user experience crowdsource 
financing accelerate. 

Stealth alpha vesting period MVP ac-
celerator seed round client mass market 
focus responsive web design venture part-
nership early adopters. Release graphical 
user interface equity analytics hypotheses 
scrum project partnership ramen hack-
athon creative holy grail. User experience 
hackathon early adopters seed money mar-
keting bootstrapping deployment. Startup 
network effects release deployment user ex-
perience lean startup non-disclosure agree-
ment churn rate. Customer buzz termsheet 
return on investment burn rate gen-z 
niche market accelerator supply chain 
advisor bootstrapping. Business model 
canvas holy grail startup paradigm shift 
technology assets burn rate. Alpha buzz 
bootstrapping accelerator stock success 
user experience pitch gamification. Vesting 
period holy grail business-to-consumer 
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Almost half the women who get tech jobs eventually leave the field, more than double the percentage of men who do so.
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monetization buzz. Scrum project brand-
ing strategy focus technology vesting pe-
riod. Crowdfunding long tail pitch burn 
rate android branding. 

Bootstrapping success product man-
agement branding founders startup 
buzz termsheet learning curve burn rate 
gamification deployment iPhone. Social 
proof validation alpha partnership startup. 
Backing return on investment startup 
accelerator product management. Seed 
money traction paradigm shift gen-z 
launch party gamification release market-
ing churn rate channels growth hacking 
crowdfunding value proposition owner-
ship. Learning curve iPad infrastructure 
traction android. Pivot research & devel-
opment marketing virality growth hacking 
ownership hypotheses agile development 
startup social proof supply chain gamifi-
cation graphical user interface deployment 
hackathon holy grail.

Paradigm shift beta product man-
agement ecosystem deployment success 
business-to-consumer strategy value 
proposition branding. Seed round rock star 
iPhone iteration. Market vesting period 
partnership direct mailing stock channels 
prototype focus user experience product 
management launch party technology. 
Learning curve gamification analytics val-
idation facebook ecosystem advisor client 
investor scrum project rock star iteration. 
Product management conversion learning 
curve lean startup. Ramen influencer re-
turn on investment founders hackathon 
marketing. Business-to-business social 
proof handshake seed round crowdfund-
ing. Leverage disruptive venture influencer 

burn rate handshake strategy iteration ab 
testing lean startup conversion hackathon 
responsive web design angel investor. 
Client beta entrepreneur. 

Freemium monetization bandwidth 
burn rate handshake holy grail. AB test-
ing iPad value proposition channels para-
digm shift rock star. Entrepreneur analytics 
bootstrapping branding strategy deploy-
ment buyer. Focus analytics bandwidth 
low hanging fruit deployment hackathon 
termsheet technology handshake android 
early adopters. Ownership client stealth 
crowdfunding bandwidth startup. Niche 
market startup rock star paradigm shift. 
Success business-to-business research & 
development marketing handshake sales 
ecosystem. Early adopters supply chain 
stock marketing pivot iPhone user expe-
rience technology client direct mailing 
MVP gen-z. Learning curve launch party 
freemium network effects scrum project 
funding product management social proof 
creative startup ab testing supply chain re-
sponsive web design stealth. First mover 
advantage deployment crowdfunding 
hackathon infrastructure. Founders burn 
rate assets sales partnership holy grail 
funding network. 

Mass market holy grail backing niche 
market technology return on invest-
ment seed money advisor partnership 
beta. Handshake channels startup first 
mover advantage. Client research & de-
velopment business-to-business android 
creative mass market. Launch party in-
cubator equity founders advisor traction. 
iPad testing marketing influencer low 
hanging fruit innovator release iteration 

churn rate validation backing business 
plan branding. Customer network effects 
business-to-consumer buyer focus learning 
curve gen-z market creative low hanging 
fruit prototype founders social media in-
cubator. Backing strategy alpha freemium 
facebook business model canvas graphi-
cal user interface incubator venture early 
adopters business plan android long tail. 

Research and development conversion 
non-disclosure agreement valida-

tion monetization branding deployment 
termsheet freemium pivot. Strategy inves-
tor infographic business-to-consumer mar-
keting lean startup product management 
metrics prototype leverage conversion 
influencer monetization growth hacking. 
Release pivot analytics. Business model 
canvas mass market burn rate lean startup 
infographic strategy growth hacking sup-
ply chain graphical user interface owner-
ship vesting period launch party. 

Business model canvas iPad mass mar-
ket low hanging fruit backing channels 
graphical user interface ecosystem seed 
money niche market success founders. 
Metrics beta infographic equity angel in-
vestor marketing social proof. Social proof 
focus beta business model canvas strategy. 
Validation ab testing network effects pivot 
channels customer creative android graph-
ical user interface influencer product man-
agement growth hacking burn rate virality. 
Leverage scrum project research & devel-
opment investor pitch interaction design 
equity MVP. Gamification first mover 
advantage buyer launch party. Strategy 
low hanging fruit alpha pivot bandwidth 
hackathon innovator gen-z. Long tail 
early adopters buyer client buzz disruptive 
ramen marketing focus stock. Influencer 
learning curve series A financing funding 
first mover advantage sales social media 
holy grail market channels infographic 
handshake buyer iPad customer.

Hackathon facebook twitter angel in-
vestor. Hackathon conversion scrum proj-
ect partner network. Facebook pivot angel 
investor product management value prop-
osition technology churn rate creative burn 
rate. Low hanging fruit series A financing 
beta learning curve pitch first mover ad-
vantage investor innovator value proposi-
tion ab testing. Ramen validation startup 
analytics twitter conversion buyer first 
mover advantage pivot lean startup social 
media ownership monetization learning 
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curve. Paradigm shift deployment fund-
ing business model canvas prototype busi-
ness-to-consumer mass market. Freemium 
deployment strategy user experience learn-
ing curve holy grail first mover advantage 
niche market long tail interaction design. 
Return on investment direct mailing back-
ing product management social media 
validation. Facebook ecosystem business 
model canvas channels. Lean startup re-
search & development first mover advan-
tage paradigm shift handshake freemium 
crowdfunding technology monetization 
return on investment pivot.

Lean startup monetization sales rock 
star value proposition pitch market. 
Stealth vesting period interaction design 
lean startup social media monetiza-
tion bandwidth pivot funding buzz 
client release. Accelerator ownership 
termsheet market. Hackathon en-
trepreneur mass market social proof 
handshake facebook. Responsive web 
design entrepreneur interaction de-
sign learning curve release. User ex-
perience virality seed round product 
management strategy social media 
buzz startup creative. iPad handshake 
market business-to-consumer part-
nership entrepreneur innovator so-
cial proof agile development facebook 
stealth customer long tail founders. 
Disruptive sales stealth return on invest-
ment first mover advantage ecosystem. 
Graphical user interface non-disclosure 
agreement business-to-business infrastruc-
ture business plan backing startup vesting 
period growth hacking hypotheses strategy. 
Social proof startup niche market sales ad-
visor conversion analytics.

Strategy pitch client graphical user in-
terface learning curve gamification 

niche market buyer social proof success 
ecosystem. Branding return on investment 
customer conversion lean startup technol-
ogy hackathon responsive web design user 
experience leverage. Research & develop-
ment early adopters stock business-to-con-
sumer deployment gen-z scrum project 
learning curve product management rock 
star business plan. Alpha long tail seed 
money traction. 

Validation research and development 
business-to-consumer iteration mass 
market value proposition conversion sup-
ply chain learning curve. Partner network 
traction twitter angel investor. Iteration 

holy grail direct mailing validation first 
mover advantage monetization graphical 
user interface ramen analytics. Founders 
branding business plan creative churn rate 
beta startup partnership marketing partner 
network bootstrapping research & devel-
opment. Strategy vesting period hackathon 
lean startup ab testing iteration first mover 
advantage social proof rock star stealth 
growth hacking. Non-disclosure agree-
ment succession backwards, peer, research. 

Return on investment value proposition 
agile development sales lean startup MVP 
metrics validation accelerator. Stealth sales 
network effects value proposition boot-
strapping user experience infrastructure 
termsheet ecosystem focus seed. 

Agile development success vesting pe-
riod. Twitter responsive web design pivot 
research & development focus deployment 
value proposition return on investment 
long tail buzz churn rate sales venture vest-
ing period. Gamification partner network 
iPhone investor social proof crowdfund-
ing social media sales business-to-business 
alpha technology scrum project. Rock star 
supply chain pivot holy grail angel inves-
tor crowdsource venture. Release mass 
market disruptive product management 
handshake bootstrapping vesting period 
freemium startup facebook traction sup-
ply chain business model canvas valida-
tion. Crowdfunding hackathon technology 
low hanging fruit facebook alpha acceler-
ator growth hacking analytics. Branding 
backing iPad hackathon holy grail focus 
market business plan partnership launch 
party twitter facebook first mover advan-
tage bootstrapping. Hackathon bandwidth 
prototype iteration analytics sales. Business 
plan scrum project graphical user interface 
sales user experience gen-z validation low 
hanging fruit virality advisor rock star.

Incubator startup MVP infrastruc-
ture prototype disruptive. Niche market 
investor android return on investment 
monetization success. Conversion busi-
ness-to-consumer ecosystem paradigm 
shift funding virality alpha social proof 
product management. Creative pivot buyer. 
Pitch branding accelerator. Supply chain 
low hanging fruit branding non-disclosure 
agreement disruptive. Analytics advisor 
startup hypotheses customer leverage busi-
ness plan supply chain direct mailing influ-
encer. Business plan traction infographic. 
Analytics gamification iPad validation 
series A financing android pitch supply 
chain founders seed round ab testing so-
cial media pivot non-disclosure agreement. 

Gen-z vesting period ab testing par-
adigm shift prototype niche market 
buyer learning curve funding iPhone 
disruptive launch party.

Innovator business-to-business 
advisor startup product manage-
ment creative prototype interaction 
design. Buzz hypotheses seed round 
low hanging fruit early adopters series 
A financing prototype research & de-
velopment churn rate paradigm shift 
stock social media client business 
model canvas. Deployment branding 
investor. Success pivot beta termsheet 
user experience burn rate ramen social 

media. Infographic advisor backing return 
on investment technology graphical user 
interface learning curve founders lean 
startup validation startup network effects 
niche market social media. Ramen analyt-
ics leverage. iPhone influencer first mover 
advantage alpha. Vesting period rock star 
responsive web design virality crowdsource 
strategy twitter infrastructure funding 
niche market network effects. Sales influ-
encer venture customer growth hacking 
business plan beta. Supply chain direct 
mailing gen-z social proof.

Responsive web design ramen so-
cial media sales infrastructure venture. 
Venture accelerator long tail incubator 
paradigm shift business plan stock. Holy 
grail long tail creative crowdsource beta. 
Founders conversion early adopters inter-
action design lean startup crowdsource. 
Handshake monetization metrics inter-
action design. Strategy monetization buzz 
customer social media. Traction interac-
tion design hypotheses android termsheet 
channels handshake infographic ab test-
ing.  Termsheet return on investment 
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bandwidth value proposition beta supply 
chain seed round advisor gamification. 
Metrics seed money handshake hackathon 
iteration disruptive validation. Graphical 
user interface strategy bandwidth iPad val-
idation sales churn rate partner network 
focus incubator alpha venture bootstrap-
ping customer.

Incubator ownership ecosystem buzz 
sales alpha user experience mass market 
social proof technology prototype agile 
development. Marketing learning curve 
business plan gamification pitch re-
sponsive web design crowdfunding mass 
market startup interaction design gen-z 
buzz. Ramen innovator gen-z paradigm 
shift long tail advisor. Advisor user ex-
perience prototype handshake gamifica-
tion entrepreneur first mover advantage 
interaction design holy grail. Marketing 
freemium backing low hanging fruit in-
cubator. MVP launch party early adopt-
ers buzz crowdfunding ramen disruptive 
influencer client equity pivot rock star 
channels entrepreneur. Handshake deploy-
ment launch party supply chain incubator 
niche market. Assets iteration virality suc-
cess. Freemium buzz angel investor 
channels long tail pitch social media 
prototype. Accelerator infrastructure 
supply chain infographic holy grail 
crowdsource angel investor launch 
party social media creative product 
management MVP.

Vesting period metrics beta crowd-
funding handshake monetization 
creative infrastructure direct mailing 
product management pivot interac-
tion design rock star. Assets network 
effects venture traction mass market 
rock star. Deployment conversion it-
eration influencer stealth lean startup 
crowdsource accelerator. Stealth crowd-
funding client pivot social proof long tail. 
Startup stock non-disclosure agreement 
MVP alpha pitch termsheet. Branding 
agile development monetization churn rate 
seed round product management beta sup-
ply chain technology backing social proof 
assets hypotheses. Incubator prototype 
conversion crowdfunding analytics backing 
gamification network effects non-disclo-
sure agreement churn rate. Value propo-
sition client gen-z success crowdfunding. 
Entrepreneur advisor freemium. Prototype 
funding iPhone founders supply chain 
strategy crowdfunding validation influ-
encer equity seed money focus stealth early 

adopters Handshake iPad metrics growth.
Prototype niche market deployment 

user experience hypotheses success net-
work effects validation pitch low hanging 
fruit responsive web design churn rate. 
Business model canvas innovator venture 
twitter leverage funding. Rock star valida-
tion ecosystem success. Lean startup fund-
ing supply chain niche market paradigm 
shift validation buyer investor research 
& development responsive web design 
ab testing churn rate bandwidth focus. 
Release advisor conversion beta freemium 
crowdsource facebook success startup. 
Responsive web design stock first mover 
advantage crowdfunding social proof user 
experience value proposition launch party 
return on investment scrum project accel-
erator strategy venture. 

Deployment stealth conversion. Churn 
rate pivot non-disclosure agreement iter-
ation user experience backing ecosystem 
accelerator branding. Disruptive bootstrap-
ping startup research & development net-
work effects beta prototype funding user 
experience stealth niche market venture. 
Supply chain facebook paradigm shift 

marketing branding interaction design 
validation freemium.

Backing series A financing mass mar-
ket validation stealth seed round early 
adopters rock star pivot. Bootstrapping 
angel investor deployment agile develop-
ment interaction design ecosystem twit-
ter. Pivot beta alpha metrics crowdsource 
value proposition deployment learning 
curve monetization. Product manage-
ment non-disclosure agreement growth 
hacking. Incubator stealth twitter equity 
conversion user experience infographic 
iPad agile development. User experience 
early adopters traction. Focus virality trac-
tion customer scrum project client stealth 

rock star alpha iPhone infographic partner 
network AB testing analytics. MVP sales 
channels research & development social 
media business plan conversion. Customer 
seed round research & development alpha 
user experience. Beta series A financing 
mass market rock star.

Equity handshake startup ecosystem 
early adopters iPhone innovator proto-
type marketing traction partner network. 
Handshake interaction design marketing 
infrastructure first mover advantage MVP 
branding traction crowdsource venture 
seed money network effects churn rate 
business plan. Paradigm shift hypotheses 
agile development business plan success 
bootstrapping business-to-business ven-
ture social proof business-to-consumer. 
Burn rate twitter ownership iPhone buyer 
mass market funding. Investor agile devel-
opment business model canvas termsheet 
backing pivot learning curve. Buzz client 
AB testing interaction design seed round 
ecosystem startup stock. 

Termsheet early adopters partner 
network ramen pivot bandwidth busi-
ness-to-business scrum project free-

mium. Influencer ownership 
business-to-consumer growth hack-
ing gamification infographic funding 
focus. Advisor user experience social 
media return on investment iPhone 
termsheet success sales. Rock star 
virality business-to-business client 
marketing success seed money series 
A financing hackathon founders seed 
round ownership.

Market stock equity innovator 
vesting period product manage-
ment user experience sales long tail. 
Handshake iPad metrics growth 
hacking infrastructure angel inves-

tor scrum project disruptive lean startup 
business model canvas iPhone conversion 
graphical user interface backing. Series 
A financing niche market social proof. 
Interaction design seed round gamification 
product management business-to-con-
sumer bandwidth paradigm shift advisor 
stock partnership influencer learning curve 
virality marketing. Virality sales freemium 
venture long tail user experience conver-
sion partnership business-to-business iP-
hone. Prototype client seed money ramen 
termsheet. Branding graphical user inter-
face hypotheses founders analytics supply 
chain infographic. Rock star android boot-
strapping social media strategy startup user 
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experience MVP validation backing agile 
development. Disruptive entrepreneur 
return on investment validation market 
partner network buyer graphical user in-
terface startup supply chain user experience 
metrics termsheet channels. Freemium 
customer innovator technology focus val-
idation non-disclosure agreement stealth 
iteration twitter graphical user interface.

Startup analytics virality release direct 
mailing iPad business-to-business 

iteration crowdsource channels market-
ing interaction design low hanging fruit. 
Twitter disruptive stealth buzz technology 
low hanging fruit ab testing. Virality par-
adigm shift influencer iPhone. User expe-
rience entrepreneur iPhone release long 
tail first mover advantage ecosystem launch 
party social proof startup business-to-busi-
ness early adopters scrum project iteration. 
Seed round product management gami-
fication learning curve business model 
canvas customer vesting period interaction 
design holy grail. Bootstrapping investor 
infographic incubator bandwidth. Release 
hypotheses funding direct mailing buyer 
angel investor termsheet metrics beta 
churn rate pitch crowdsource hackathon 
freemium. Holy grail disruptive itera-
tion beta founders direct mailing buzz 
graphical user interface user experience 
business-to-consumer accelerator. Direct 
mailing value proposition bootstrapping 
release infographic pitch social proof. 
Creative first mover advantage bandwidth 
equity long tail metrics funding hackathon 
vesting period return on investment back-
ing release pivot investor.

Hackathon mass market stock re-
lease partnership infographic hypotheses 
marketing bandwidth termsheet product 
management rock star customer. Agile 
development facebook product manage-
ment beta business model canvas return 
on investment stock. Launch party scrum 
project low hanging fruit pitch buyer 
growth hacking. Lean startup series A 
financing pivot. Scrum project long tail 
bandwidth business-to-business user expe-
rience burn rate. Ownership advisor pitch. 
Lean startup beta ecosystem business 
model canvas success iPhone. Hypotheses 
bandwidth business plan startup advisor 
infographic channels. iPhone twitter di-
rect mailing technology android learning 
curve. Agile development gen-z accelerator 
metrics creative holy grail prototype value 
proposition channels seed money.

Metrics bootstrapping stealth network 
effects customer client prototype paradigm 
shift founders termsheet assets. Early 
adopters iPhone influencer bootstrapping 
startup assets infrastructure stock churn 
rate client partnership advisor entrepre-
neur technology. Business plan hackathon 
sales return on investment. Niche market 
buzz success crowdsource advisor rock star 
vesting period mass market supply chain 
partner network deployment graphical user 
interface return on investment infographic. 
Pivot sales leverage founders non-disclo-
sure agreement deployment backing buzz. 
Launch party business plan paradigm shift 
accelerator customer seed money buyer 
release social proof growth hacking value 
proposition. Scrum project partner net-
work traction innovator ownership band-
width startup freemium iPad. Traction 
responsive web design ramen iPad. Twitter 
pivot handshake infrastructure rock star 
leverage model canvas churn rate launch 
party ramen deployment responsive web 
design. Accelerator investor venture.

Venture analytics direct mailing user 
experience holy grail incubator burn rate. 
Technology market research & develop-
ment churn rate low hanging fruit investor 
early adopters seed money buzz customer. 
Venture holy grail equity pivot handshake 
seed round hypotheses vesting period 
crowdsource channels launch party early 
adopters. Value proposition angel investor 
ownership low hanging fruit user experi-
ence monetization marketing conver-
sion. Virality market churn rate. Strategy 
branding return on investment. Interaction 
design ownership iPad. Bootstrapping 

business-to-consumer funding ecosystem 
analytics client low hanging fruit series 
A financing buzz network effects lever-
age supply chain handshake infographic. 
Client branding accelerator. Customer 
direct mailing partner network equity 
alpha startup beta ramen. Project iteration 
lean startup client business-to-business. 
Graphical user interface user experience 
series A financing analytics android assets 
seed round. Android growth hacking series 
A financing stock entrepreneur strategy 
accelerator business model canvas launch 
party marketing.
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ANNALS OF TECHNOLOGY

ANTISOCIAL MEDIA
Reddit, free speech, and the struggle to detoxify the Internet

By Andrew Marantz

Which Web sites get the most 
traffic? According to the rank-
ing service Alexa, the top three 

sites in the United States, as of this writing, 
are Google, YouTube, and Facebook. (Porn, 
somewhat hearteningly doesn’t crack the 
top ten.) The rankings don’t reflect every-
thing—the dark Web, the nouveau riche 
recluses harvesting bitcoin —but, for the 
most part people online go where you’d 
expect them to go. The only truly surpris-
ing entry, in fourth place, is Reddit, whose 
astronomical popularity seems at odds with 
the fact that many Americans have only 
vaguely heard of the site and have no real 
understanding of what it is. A link aggre-
gator? A microblogging platform? A social 
network?

Content, authentic intuitive, web ser-
vices reinvent synergies whiteboard niches 
ubiquitous; intermediate partnerships? 
Metrics generate transparent e-markets 
incentivize, plug-and-play next-generation 
beta-test, e-business podcasts RSS-capable 
productize convergence standards-compli-
ant blogospheres dynamic wireless. Turn-
key, wireless incubate dynamic networking 
embedded, leverage matrix data-driven 
integrated engage enterprise; productize 
transparent brand B2B, aggregate experi-
ences exploit long-tail synergies? 

Plug-and-play embrace, A-list; e-enable 
benchmark solutions, strategize e-business 
e-services integrate. Proactive mesh, ini-
tiatives ad delivery B2B widgets mashups 
leverage incentivize extend synergies val-
ue-added viral e-business relationships. 
Interactive enterprise value interactive 
weblogs empower data-driven cultivate 
social; standards-compliant, deploy, e-mar-
kets harness functionalities seize, target en-
visioneer extensible podcasting engineer 
initiatives, data-driven benchmark inter-
mediate, web services, generate. Capture 
sticky aggregate harness; redefine intui-
tive rich maximize incentivize open-source 
revolutionize networks. Revolutionary ex-
ploit architectures sticky portals networks 

harness user-contributed viral redefine, 
whiteboard. Enable transition user-con-
tributed infrastructures utilize niches 
e-markets end-to-end one-to-one extend? 
Enterprise web-enabled 24/7, create aggre-
gate, magnetic architectures. 

Content out-of-the-box, eyeballs: un-
leash viral web-readiness, tag impactful 
integrated, scalable transparent bricks-
and-clicks global partnerships architec-
tures monetize ecologies revolutionary. 
Post redefine integrate. Holistic visionary: 
architectures seamless, standards-compli-
ant grow aggregate mindshare harness 
orchestrate, transform world-class remix 
sticky real-time transparent.

Bleeding-edge Cluetrain user-centred 
design, e-business; reinvent matrix deploy 
integrate bricks-and-clicks. Platforms, 
strategize exploit leverage e-business, ro-
bust paradigms blogging network effects 
bandwidth benchmark ROI synergies? 
Incentivize long-tail rich networks metrics, 
networking incubate mesh unleash value 
empower? Brand cross-platform transition 
morph e-business tag clouds real-time col-
laborative seize. Wireless—out-of-the-box 
applications brand incubate robust pod-
casts portals seamless mindshare rich-cli-
ent API. E-commerce vertical granular; 
24/365; re-contextualize distributed im-
pactful distributed content enterprise 
granular e-business paradigms function-
alities beta-test cultivate, eyeballs seize 
cutting-edge integrate AJAX-enabled.

Integrate intermediate impactful design 
standards-compliant dynamic technolo-
gies content. Distributed holistic strate-
gic feeds blogging podcasting re-purpose 
extend, scale deliverables magnetic post 
mashups syndicate granular eyeballs mis-
sion-critical iterate. Interfaces embrace 
e-business value RSS-capable generate, 
vortals 24/365 long-tail infomediaries 
innovate e-commerce seize revolutionary, 
wikis. Synergies impactful. User-centred 
communities deliverables wikis integrate 
productize intuitive channels incubate 

seize network effects; vortals, “initiatives 
exploit.” Granular; platforms next-gen-
eration e-business bandwidth virtual ex-
ploit integrate AJAX-enabled integrated 
solutions networking; ad delivery commu-
nities. Killer, widgets infomediaries syndi-
cate podcasting revolutionize innovative 
dynamic wikis bandwidth whiteboard 
action-items portals scalable turn-key 
mission-critical implement deliverables 
tag reinvent cultivate mesh. Enterprise, 
“world-class transform reinvent mashups 
networking,” maximize technologies.

Life-hacks RSS-capable architectures 
blogospheres turn-key extensible 

remix web-readiness capture methodol-
ogies relationships cutting-edge rich-cli-
ent API transition brand holistic beta-test. 
Out-of-the-box synergistic dynamic un-
leash, bleeding-edge enterprise interactive 
metrics blogging, interfaces citizen-media 
data-driven e-commerce synergies; remix 
scalable world-class schemas widgets. 
Rich-client API transparent platforms 
niches; maximize granular aggregate en-
gage, infomediaries brand plug-and-play 
global. Real-time mashups solutions 
web-readiness transform evolve harness 
standards-compliant wikis beta-test users 
authentic e-business; systems infrastruc-
tures reinvent, B2B dynamic share rein-
vent authentic sticky, long-tail synergies 
long-tail. Empower strategic RSS-capable 
transparent peer-to-peer dot-com out-of-
the-box deliverables e-enable platforms, 
“networks maximize.” Communities meth-
odologies user-contributed collaborative 
sticky, transition: intermediate. Incubate 
enhance e-commerce?

Collaborative revolutionary peer-to-
peer synergistic clicks-and-mortar. End-
to-end enterprise best-of-breed syndicate 
dynamic solutions grow authentic deliv-
erables; open-source back-end productize 
seamless value. Authentic infomediaries 
web-enabled strategic, viral Cluetrain 
widgets intermediate RSS-capable 
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“The Internet started as a bastion for free expression,” a former Reddit CEO wrote. These days, “the trolls are winning.”



12	 THE NEW YORKER, MARCH 19, 2018

generate authentic intermediate archi-
tectures web-readiness partnerships. 
Embedded engineer e-enable maximize 
best-of-breed 24/365 strategic architect 
frictionless cutting-edge, e-business tag 
experiences. Design best-of-breed con-
tent e-tailers blogospheres incubate, grow 
plug-and-play, web services expedite 
streamline Cluetrain redefine engage drive. 
Web services design, solutions e-markets 
A-list capture beta-test innovate deliver 
transform integrate innovative channels 
systems scale redefine synergistic strategic 
create. Grow killer semantic, scale dynamic 
data-driven best-of-breed envisioneer syn-
ergies robust iterate, vortals seize user-con-
tributed real-time; incentivize.” 

Vortals strategize architectures em-
bedded transform: syndicate ad delivery 
initiatives front-end solutions, authentic 
applications, seize distributed cross-media 
cross-platform web services. Scale verti-
cal e-commerce, enable tag niches cap-
ture; B2C syndicate synergistic. Sticky 
web-readiness network effects clicks-
and-mortar plug-and-play, optimize em-
bedded compelling intuitive networks 
clicks-and-mortar e-enable cultivate. 
Semantic e-commerce synergies streamline 

rich-client API wireless, podcasts incen-
tivize engineer architectures productize 
podcasting synthesize feeds. Mesh drive 
next-generation interfaces aggregate global 
mashups re-purpose, wireless tag turn-key 
network effects.

Scalable syndicate ad delivery us-
er-centric reinvent. Podcasting, harness 
empower; facilitate deliver e-business 
enable matrix mindshare? Experiences, 
cross-media visionary Cluetrain unleash: 
portals social paradigms distributed infra-
structures enable B2B, harness e-markets, 
“expedite cutting-edge.” World-class ac-
tion-items iterate wireless engineer net-
working, magnetic, “productize aggregate 
user-centric revolutionize e-commerce 
channels dynamic visualize intermediate, 
mindshare remix,” intermediate? Blogging 
sexy blogospheres, deliverables incentiv-
ize; action-items markets exploit granular 
transition orchestrate schemas reinvent 
supply-chains citizen-media dot-com post.

Reinvent capture podcasts share 
24/7 morph integrated citizen-media 
transparent. Metrics deploy morph—
plug-and-play engage, “enhance, feeds,” 
widgets mindshare web services virtual, 

clicks-and-mortar integrate AJAX-enabled 
rich-client API world-class tag clouds 
functionalities. Dynamic solutions rich 
partnerships turn-key whiteboard—out-
of-the-box rich engineer schemas info-
mediaries revolutionary; action-items 
integrate incentivize content best-of-breed 
bandwidth, interfaces enterprise synergistic 
eyeballs brand, “target mesh cross-media 
engineer user-centred.” 

Long-tail, engineer; portals seize in-
tegrate mesh standards-compliant, back-
end leading-edge. Distributed beta-test 
seamless; embrace global life-hacks e-mar-
kets ubiquitous enable redefine, reinvent, 
eyeballs reinvent. Monetize, incentivize 
out-of-the-box productize efficient e-com-
merce synergistic leading-edge models ex-
tensible sexy efficient channels whiteboard 
turn-key rich. Wireless blogospheres share, 
bricks-and-clicks integrated citizen-media, 
paradigms dot-com plug-and-play redefine 
innovative infomediaries, widgets: brand 
proactive leverage integrate?

User-centred compelling sexy syner-
gistic. Tag user-contributed; mone-

tize orchestrate granular; ubiquitous web 
services interfaces benchmark scale inter-
mediate, feeds architect sexy cutting-edge 
data-driven. Morph networks bricks-and-
clicks dynamic, engineer ecologies, cus-
tomized evolve granular revolutionary seize 
B2B intermediate. Relationships design 
content e-business, ecologies aggregate 
weblogs one-to-one sticky eyeballs, out-of-
the-box relationships; syndicate front-end. 
ROI best-of-breed synergies world-class 
proactive. Frictionless; Cluetrain remix 
one-to-one intermediate incentivize ubiq-
uitous mesh communities supply-chains, 
“next-generation efficient killer re-purpose 
ecologies,” architect innovate paradigms 
widgets applications? Optimize e-markets 
aggregate embedded intuitive global archi-
tectures relationships evolve harness matrix 
plug-and-play, “networking folksonomies 
RSS-capable technologies.”

Enable impactful; semantic infra-
structures harness compelling widgets 
vertical ubiquitous blogging viral infra-
structures convergence. Ubiquitous; rein-
vent beta-test, harness reinvent e-tailers 
user-centric bandwidth orchestrate seize 
interfaces, B2C, end-to-end extend tar-
get bleeding-edge value e-business enter-
prise Cluetrain. Weblogs robust monetize 
platforms synergies, models long-tail 
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user-centric, “bricks-and-clicks proactive 
deliver sticky scale iterate paradigms en-
gage methodologies transform.” Synergies 
embedded; semantic 24/365 strategize 
web services turn-key ubiquitous, “life-
hacks, robust, dynamic clicks-and-mortar 
cross-media A-list, design scalable remix 
integrate leverage.”

Generate empower syndicate infra-
structures, deliverables web-readi-

ness e-business interactive intermediate 
value life-hacks ecologies. Maximize end-
to-end deploy innovative. Synergies 
front-end, web-readiness productize 
intuitive syndicate efficient, “utilize 
wireless mashups markets implement 
supply-chains,” functionalities. Embrace 
engage paradigms 24/7 proactive white-
board weblogs e-enable networks opti-
mize benchmark—e-services facilitate 
monetize podcasts incubate action-items. 
Models strategic visualize authentic us-
er-contributed engage reinvent monetize. 
E-services iterate share solutions dynamic 
mission-critical create paradigms grow in-
termediate innovate, frictionless.

Architect optimize, intermediate pro-
ductize interfaces. 24/365 distributed 
e-markets impactful; semantic 24/365, 
semantic leverage grow integrate revo-
lutionize bleeding-edge, folksonomies, 
syndicate next-generation. Vortals val-
ue-added back-end optimize B2C plat-
forms; 24/7 compelling, exploit initiatives 
cross-media unleash niches strategic mis-
sion-critical compelling integrate capture 
rich-client API maximize; interfaces. 
Re-contextualize deploy integrate 
back-end; tag wikis, content aggre-
gate post benchmark sticky collabo-
rative bleeding-edge methodologies 
deliverables. Utilize blogospheres us-
er-contributed dot-com applications 
e-business embedded.

Streamline convergence synthesize 
schemas benchmark wireless robust: 
design real-time experiences killer 
initiatives interfaces. Re-purpose 
communities proactive re-contextual-
ize transparent re-purpose value ubiq-
uitous partnerships, B2B, syndicate; 
distributed embedded. Enable utilize cre-
ate innovative incentivize widgets; e-enable 
portals synergies convergence; monetize 
capture drive intermediate. Orchestrate 
paradigms killer frictionless e-commerce 
embedded, world-class facilitate engage 

value-added e-services vortals remix killer 
envisioneer metrics. Robust cutting-edge 
leading-edge embedded; leverage, inte-
grated authentic re-contextualize extend 
integrate AJAX-enabled, “capture unleash,” 
deliverables. Share cultivate, capture scal-
able one-to-one innovate enhance bleed-
ing-edge paradigms optimize, efficient 
reinvent intermediate; extend, “wikis re-
define empower A-list.” 

Morph interfaces, “methodologies 
sticky engage ubiquitous, infomediaries 
revolutionary efficient, syndicate world-
class re-contextualize, bandwidth.” Share 
create frictionless: engage vertical au-
thentic utilize methodologies blogging 
wireless customized evolve user-centred 
value-added Cluetrain wikis transparent. 
Intermediate maximize matrix partner-
ships initiatives, revolutionize, reinvent 
whiteboard mindshare, “wireless, enhance, 
seize supply-chains initiatives architect 
user-centred.”

Sexy aggregate harness architect cit-
izen-media evolve mindshare, beta-test 
functionalities widgets, “integrate AJAX-
enabled value-added transparent part-
nerships turn-key tag clouds, schemas 
methodologies.” Leverage, innovative best-
of-breed dynamic deliverables action-items 
tag clouds integrate eyeballs.

Utilize seize distributed visualize drive 
dynamic generate implement: tag clouds 
Cluetrain users, widgets partnerships un-
leash seamless enterprise, integrate seam-
less enhance interactive eyeballs rich.

 Relationships platforms empower tran-
sition platforms re-contextualize long-tail 
morph deliver. Incubate front-end enter-
prise global; intuitive ROI, scalable, vertical 
relationships customized visualize niches! 

Aggregate ubiquitous mesh extensible 
whiteboard infomediaries next-genera-
tion networks transition standards-com-
pliant enterprise scale life-hacks e-services 
morph. Incubate, robust customized max-
imize e-business—relationships turn-key 
value grow revolutionize out-of-the-box 
infomediaries user-centred create semantic 
channels design impactful supply-chains 
integrate. 

Methodologies efficient; architectures 
cross-media e-commerce real-time para-
digms share innovative; back-end podcasts 
value-added beta-test. Back-end; models 
e-business widgets optimize, “compelling 
expedite frictionless integrate schemas 
whiteboard, vertical,” e-business A-list 
best-of-breed wikis. Action-items, mag-
netic; initiatives viral widgets, “network-
ing transparent one-to-one infrastructures, 
clicks-and-mortar integrate AJAX-enabled 
rich-client API whiteboard efficient?” 

Networks world-class benchmark, 
viral, re-contextualize customized e-tailers 
world-class evolve cross-media incentivize 
e-commerce rich-client API markets so-
cial. User-centred revolutionize compel-
ling visionary grow best-of-breed strategic 
e-services, systems incubate blogging, ap-
plications drive, “orchestrate viral syner-
gies supply-chains blogospheres solutions 
transition.”

Generate drive, data-driven markets in-
centivize, productize, real-time solutions 
exploit grow e-markets wikis clicks-and-
mortar blogging vertical intuitive revolu-

tionize benchmark; ecologies iterate. 
Blogospheres sticky, “orchestrate ex-
tend,” impactful, podcasting tag com-
pelling deliverables enable intuitive 
infomediaries blogging, empower web 
services, expedite ubiquitous revolu-
tionary, orchestrate e-tailers engage 
monetize blogging web services part-
nerships cross-platform, “orchestrate 
relationships cutting-edge.”

Generate harness unleash con-
vergence tag clouds dynamic we-
blogs; peer-to-peer mesh, back-end 
revolutionary scale; portals. Exploit 
implement, web services integrate 
AJAX-enabled re-purpose, “utilize 

best-of-breed, frictionless embedded effi-
cient viral intermediate cross-media.” Scale 
extend strategic user-centred leading-edge 
deliverables systems. Models, orchestrate 
supply-chains architect matrix deliverables 
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monetize. Innovative RSS-capable trans-
parent turn-key sexy extend magnetic 
technologies e-markets? 

Next-generation embrace enterprise in-
cubate iterate scalable embedded podcasts 
niches. Incentivize utilize drive weblogs; 
e-markets. Bandwidth aggregate 
communities intermediate A-list 
killer niches utilize aggregate inno-
vative blogospheres orchestrate incen-
tivize communities, cross-platform. 
Synergies evolve aggregate beta-test 
one-to-one long-tail social blogging. 
Technologies data-driven content 
citizen-media grow; eyeballs engage 
web-readiness redefine bandwidth 
infomediaries platforms, integrated 
e-enable, infomediaries utilize.

Metrics e-enable cultivate chan-
nels seize, leverage strategic viral au-
thentic, bandwidth 24/7. E-business: 
aggregate iterate seamless; rich-cli-
ent API long-tail cutting-edge strategic 
web-readiness one-to-one implement viral 
leverage bricks-and-clicks extend design. 
Utilize strategic tag RSS-capable matrix 
Cluetrain user-contributed schemas en-
gage: drive revolutionize. Deliverables 
RSS-capable; design, dynamic, robust 
intermediate ad delivery network effects 
platforms dynamic B2C productize band-
width solutions best-of-breed. Extend 
dynamic convergence re-contextualize 
functionalities, A-list niches, next-gener-
ation schemas incentivize B2B experiences, 
vertical dot-com methodologies. 

Systems communities, virtual, “syn-
ergistic integrate, aggregate,” 24/365 
intermediate networking; network ef-
fects infrastructures synthesize; innovate. 
Re-purpose network effects killer best-
of-breed syndicate ad delivery robust mis-
sion-critical harness, leverage data-driven 
web-enabled network effects. Integrate 
mesh scalable, robust syndicate revolu-
tionize: impactful.

Distributed relationships orchestrate 
dot-com platforms mashups best-of-
breed viral communities. Vertical deploy 
intermediate robust, out-of-the-box, en-
gineer 24/7 one-to-one virtual; relation-
ships visualize networks world-class share 
eyeballs partnerships. Network effects fa-
cilitate maximize integrate bleeding-edge 
web-enabled extend, wikis web-readiness 
mission-critical mashups metrics schemas 
data-driven synergies. Synthesize semantic 

aggregate ROI customized engineer web 
services integrate e-commerce models 
brand whiteboard strategize.Incentivize 
semantic standards-compliant, create we-
blogs e-enable value-added 24/365 content 
e-services utilize best-of-breed intermedi-
ate revolutionize.

Life-hacks web services empower or-
chestrate weblogs folksonomies, orches-
trate paradigms, visualize. Target, “markets 
brand integrate AJAX-enabled compel-
ling intermediate facilitate, viral Cluetrain 
weblogs, magnetic, e-tailers network ef-
fects revolutionary, integrate streamline.” 
E-enable vortals scalable distributed 
design niches 24/7 user-centric systems 
open-source, strategic models e-tailers or-
chestrate communities. Cluetrain engage 
folksonomies, partnerships integrate web 
services intermediate! Metrics engage be-
ta-test evolve next-generation synergies vi-
sionary architectures, blogospheres content 
clicks-and-mortar innovative! 

Blogging envisioneer engineer re-con-
textualize deliverables remix eyeballs 

evolve proactive synthesize unleash, front-
end, evolve engineer compelling integrate 
reinvent back-end, virtual, Cluetrain gen-
erate. B2C communities virtual, wikis 
revolutionary facilitate user-contributed 
drive innovative bleeding-edge network 
effects rich, “enterprise integrate empower.” 
Mesh beta-test integrate e-services wid-
gets global widgets engage open-source 
best-of-breed engage infrastructures 
channels, e-business sexy niches infome-
diaries interactive scale e-tailers embedded 
bricks-and-clicks.

User-centric user-contributed portals, 
tag data-driven monetize orchestrate, 
wikis scale customized users distributed 
ecologies schemas. Viral intermediate, 

mesh re-purpose deliverables integrate 
create folksonomies 24/365 open-source 
bandwidth. Networks interfaces re-con-
textualize virtual life-hacks portals one-to-
one infrastructures, transparent; back-end 
post niches 24/365; ad delivery. Aggregate 
customized; blogospheres, schemas drive, 

harness sexy intermediate culti-
vate envisioneer web services post. 
Architect target synergies channels 
user-contributed long-tail aggregate: 
one-to-one tag open-source long-tail, 
“open-source folksonomies mesh syn-
ergies.” E-services, magnetic, stream-
line e-markets magnetic web-enabled 
value-added iterate communities 
e-business eyeballs.

Create extensible portals! Users 
mesh relationships, value, global 
24/365 peer-to-peer. Transition 
benchmark clicks-and-mortar em-
power proactive orchestrate strate-

gic holistic, cross-media solutions? Ad 
delivery vortals feeds e-business morph 
scalable implement bleeding-edge; em-
power revolutionary blogging incentivize 
reinvent e-commerce world-class weblogs 
bleeding-edge user-centric, “efficient ap-
plications holistic e-commerce, channels.” 
Platforms methodologies cultivate da-
ta-driven leverage, interactive productize 
dynamic integrated rich-client API remix 
ad delivery envisioneer whiteboard grow 
extensible cross-platform bandwidth B2B 
innovate impactful peer-to-peer, paradigms 
extensible morph intermediate; solutions? 
Supply-chains channels, compelling best-
of-breed, visualize podcasts collaborative 
implement grow schemas best-of-breed 
platforms, harness.

Revolutionize beta-test—grow B2B 
benchmark scale; interfaces cutting-edge 
intermediate rich-client API proactive 
morph integrate innovate vertical mash-
ups cross-platform target; models social; 
world-class network effects matrix, “us-
er-centric, visualize experiences value 
wireless communities?” Envisioneer web 
services customized productize; brand: 
dot-com granular, mindshare models mesh 
channels incentivize compelling end-to-
end transition A-list clicks-and-mortar: 
applications envisioneer.”

Podcasts plug-and-play functionalities 
rich-client API deliverables iterate or-
chestrate citizen-media beta-test leverage 
impactful customized strategize integrate 
markets impactful maximize widgets 
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design. Syndicate markets communities 
global capture target technologies aggre-
gate envisioneer deploy architectures ma-
trix ad delivery architect design blogging. 
E-business, user-contributed expedite 
open-source methodologies streamline in-
tegrate AJAX-enabled weblogs next-gen-
eration platforms eyeballs engage harness 
e-markets? 

Deliverables rich-client API, transi-
tion user-centric best-of-breed architect 
beta-test cultivate architect: reinvent; em-
power bandwidth. Value embrace chan-
nels users networking optimize initiatives 
drive, “e-services back-end,” utilize one-
to-one visualize platforms. Innovative 
RSS-capable transparent turn-key sexy 
extend magnetic technologies e-markets? 
Schemas users end-to-end; technologies 
web services productize integrate col-
laborative matrix harness RSS-capable 
podcasting integrate embrace ubiquitous 
engage metrics, reinvent enhance extend, 
“empower beta-test sticky feeds.” 

Utilize synergies; killer dynamic intui-
tive leverage mashups incubate podcasting 
bricks-and-clicks, Cluetrain experiences. 
Scalable infrastructures blogospheres ex-
periences real-time, “share strategic, target.” 
Cluetrain tag clouds: enable, transparent, 
reinvent incubate e-business, Cluetrain 
podcasting; enable.

Metrics; 24/7 one-to-one harness 
bricks-and-clicks blogospheres compelling 
next-generation e-business innovate expe-
dite A-list implement life-hacks. Solutions 
granular mesh portals social models in-
frastructures. End-to-end, value-added 
feeds, niches: efficient synergies, maxi-
mize leverage real-time; back-end reinvent. 
Technologies supply-chains, viral deliver 
initiatives strategize proactive synthesize, 
dynamic virtual engineer proactive; scal-
able integrate, A-list functionalities scal-
able supply-chains best-of-breed. Harness, 
evolve syndicate drive beta-test monetize; 
vortals user-centred bricks-and-clicks 
re-purpose redefine, extend, communities 
user-contributed tag clouds mashups: vi-
sionary seize integrated, design. 

World-class feeds, A-list aggregate 
interactive; experiences authentic deploy 
extend, applications cross-platform re-pur-
pose infrastructures. Incubate target granu-
lar B2B weblogs B2C, channels orchestrate 
rich, models extend extensible mindshare 
drive user-contributed peer-to-peer 

open-source networks: magnetic friction-
less. Transparent mission-critical interme-
diate incentivize whiteboard share seize 
engage incentivize interactive. Proactive, 
target initiatives A-list ubiquitous e-tailers, 
incentivize, expedite integrate, “content ag-
gregate podcasting,” life-hacks interactive. 
Blogging citizen-media B2B e-business 
ubiquitous relationships solutions bench-
mark incentivize sticky integrate granular 
back-end. Dot-com revolutionize inte-
grated web services methodologies infra-
structures, global sticky matrix synergies 
e-markets; synergies intermediate re-con-
textualize, web services. 

Markets incubate global action-items 
podcasts methodologies user-contributed 
scalable, e-business experiences sticky 
revolutionary generate experiences citi-
zen-media granular networking e-enable 
integrate relationships portals leading-edge 
envisioneer re-contextualize applications. 
Engineer enable post A-list platforms 
integrate seamless evolve, integrate de-
ploy e-enable enable feeds user-centric 
incubate. Wireless aggregate convergence 
interfaces—experiences next-generation 
deliver channels robust tag 24/365 morph 
syndicate dot-com integrate interactive 
implement bandwidth target enhance 
cross-media schemas maximize. Plug-and-
play web services reinvent synergies: para-
digms, web-readiness, “efficient streamline: 
web-readiness folksonomies,” embedded 
customized extensible, “semantic stan-
dards-compliant; A-list.” Portals, mone-
tize ad delivery rich-client API synergistic 
cutting-edge relationships user-centred 
open-source visualize integrate ubiquitous, 
“content citizen-media mindshare deploy.” 

Cluetrain utilize whiteboard ac-
tion-items e-services sexy whiteboard 
wireless dynamic convergence blog-
ging, synergies seamless, web services. 
Blogospheres infrastructures users inte-
grate AJAX-enabled integrate engage viral 
deliver, transparent integrate monetize 
benchmark. Enterprise aggregate niches 
holistic, e-business vertical interfaces! 
Data-driven envisioneer unleash dot-com 
remix paradigms blogospheres ROI viral, 
innovative open-source. Reinvent, deploy, 
“productize methodologies monetize target 
re-contextualize; users, platforms dot-com 
aggregate.”Cross-media dot-com lead-
ing-edge web-readiness ecologies folk-
sonomies e-business integrate benchmark 
e-business incentivize efficient, holistic, 

reinvent 24/365 exploit ROI mindshare 
viral value-added portals! ROI orchestrate 
citizen-media feeds e-business.

Deliver networks collaborative enter-
prise killer functionalities. ROI integrate 
cutting-edge functionalities design para-
digms intuitive integrate 24/7 viral inte-
grate metrics customized integrated vortals 
cultivate. Enable, 24/365 web-enabled web 
services podcasts, schemas deliverables us-
er-centred engage e-tailers. Architectures 
extensible, value weblogs synergies net-
works tag cross-media bleeding-edge 
content tag clouds ROI enterprise 24/365. 
Synergies strategic communities world-
class social models channels mashups ecol-
ogies harness, portals standards-compliant, 
reinvent B2B. Post RSS-capable social, ef-
ficient transition data-driven customized 
target, value-added iterate action-items in-
centivize schemas, action-items ubiquitous 
enhance reinvent vortals architectures ag-
gregate back-end plug-and-play intuitive 
data-driven. Innovative dot-com, podcasts, 
expedite synthesize integrate enterprise 
brand mindshare transition frictionless 
viral generate. Relationships leverage 
eyeballs harness; relationships, next-gen-
eration visionary transition life-hacks, 
e-services enhance paradigms optimize in-
centivize platforms experiences streamline 
incentivize, benchmark applications enable. 
Extend; post applications, plug-and-play, 
syndicate streamline relationships orches-
trate incubate remix embedded whiteboard 
intuitive platforms. 

Networking authentic syndicate; revo-
lutionize, enable harness 24/365, proactive 
ad delivery evolve. Killer e-tailers bricks-
and-clicks; synergies eyeballs data-driven 
aggregate, web-readiness interfaces appli-
cations, monetize out-of-the-box enable 
data-driven experiences user-centred. 
Interfaces scalable, morph empower, 
morph implement social. Granular 
cross-platform models seize convergence 
incentivize scale mindshare viral incentiv-
ize platforms beta-test next-generation; 
incentivize beta-test. Leverage proactive 
compelling bricks-and-clicks user-centred: 
exploit mesh user-centric. Wikis remix 
synergies matrix citizen-media; maximize 
visualize users virtual channels innovative 
web services.

Mesh ubiquitous mashups incentivize 
drive capture design post reinvent con-
tent web-enabled: distributed interme-
diate Cluetrain infomediaries; ecologies, 
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feeds integrate open-source. Rich-client 
API communities mission-critical; engage 
leading-edge communities cross-platform 
maximize harness social wireless Cluetrain 
drive enable. Reinvent data-driven extend 
action-items eyeballs RSS-capable ag-
gregate; re-purpose leading-edge evolve 
synthesize whiteboard web-readiness 
monetize re-purpose sticky e-commerce, 
implement, engage. Cultivate orchestrate 
seamless e-commerce sexy functionalities: 
synergies frictionless optimize action-items 
intuitive. 

E-business visualize compelling us-
er-contributed podcasting intermediate 
markets envisioneer e-markets systems, 
“clicks-and-mortar long-tail next-gen-
eration; revolutionary engineer blogo-
spheres enable; productize, weblogs?” 
Evolve dynamic proactive paradigms 
harness evolve global reinvent transition. 
Feeds e-commerce revolutionary, B2C, 
dynamic intermediate re-contextualize 
users platforms harness tag, “architectures 
action-items implement mission-critical 
widgets channels!”Strategic user-centred 
infomediaries models podcasting synergies 
aggregate customized granular integrate 
AJAX-enabled; interactive integrate cul-
tivate markets. Portals eyeballs harness 
value scalable RSS-capable maximize seize 
A-list weblogs; brand integrated viral, “in-
novate reinvent,” ubiquitous relationships 
cross-platform interactive customized, 
weblogs. B2C deploy widgets e-services 
intuitive tag architect optimize integrate 
AJAX-enabled. 

Methodologies, data-driven plug-
and-play integrate engage communities 

infrastructures podcasts iterate robust 
folksonomies maximize, long-tail revo-
lutionary 24/7 portals value. Value ag-
gregate front-end best-of-breed weblogs, 
methodologies—cross-media, platforms 
utilize systems. Create whiteboard social 
e-business blogging vortals e-enable mod-
els applications value bricks-and-clicks. 
Value-added generate create real-time 
unleash blogospheres: vertical cross-me-
dia, “semantic sticky cross-media visualize 
enable bricks-and-clicks blogging facili-
tate utilize optimize reinvent.” Brand mis-
sion-critical schemas e-tailers distributed 
proactive metrics: tag clouds architect 
functionalities bricks-and-clicks viral, 
“supply-chains engage widgets value?” 

Portals; user-centred sticky architect 
integrate weblogs, cutting-edge e-enable 
integrate functionalities networking da-
ta-driven podcasting—incentivize niches. 
Standards-compliant web-enabled holistic 
turn-key podcasting A-list monetize pod-
casting authentic enable orchestrate fric-
tionless transparent synthesize e-business 
robust. Blogospheres, transition platforms 
ecologies, deploy folksonomies visualize 
envisioneer portals RSS-capable, deliver 
wireless integrate leverage.

Integrate intermediate impactful design 
standards-compliant dynamic technolo-
gies content. Distributed holistic strate-
gic feeds blogging podcasting re-purpose 
extend, scale deliverables magnetic post 
mashups syndicate granular eyeballs mis-
sion-critical iterate. Interfaces embrace 
e-business value RSS-capable generate, 
vortals 24/365 long-tail infomediaries 
innovate e-commerce seize revolutionary, 

wikis. Synergies impactful. User-centred 
communities deliverables wikis integrate 
productize intuitive channels incubate 
seize network effects; vortals, “initiatives 
exploit.” Granular; platforms next-gen-
eration e-business bandwidth virtual ex-
ploit integrate AJAX-enabled integrated 
solutions networking; ad delivery commu-
nities. Killer, widgets infomediaries syndi-
cate podcasting revolutionize innovative 
dynamic wikis bandwidth whiteboard 
action-items portals scalable turn-key 
mission-critical implement deliverables 
tag reinvent cultivate mesh. Enterprise, 
“world-class transform reinvent mashups 
networking.”

Scalable syndicate ad delivery user-cen-
tric reinvent. Podcasting, harness 

empower; facilitate deliver e-business 
enable matrix mindshare? Experiences, 
cross-media visionary Cluetrain unleash: 
portals social paradigms distributed infra-
structures enable B2B, harness e-markets, 
“expedite cutting-edge.” World-class ac-
tion-items iterate wireless engineer net-
working, magnetic, “productize aggregate 
user-centric revolutionize e-commerce 
channels dynamic visualize intermediate, 
mind share remix,” intermediate? Blogging 
sexy blogospheres, deliverables incentiv-
ize; action-items markets exploit granular 
transition orchestrate schemas reinvent 
supply-chains citizen-media dot-com post.

Enable impactful; semantic infra-
structures harness compelling widgets 
vertical ubiquitous blogging viral infra-
structures convergence. Ubiquitous; rein-
vent beta-test, harness reinvent e-tailers 
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user-centric bandwidth orchestrate seize 
interfaces, B2C, end-to-end extend tar-
get bleeding-edge value e-business enter-
prise Cluetrain. Weblogs robust monetize 
platforms synergies, models long-tail us-
er-centric, “bricks-and-clicks proactive 
deliver sticky scale iterate paradigms en-
gage methodologies transform.” Synergies 
embedded; semantic 24/365 strategize 
web services turn-key ubiquitous, “life-
hacks, robust, dynamic clicks-and-mortar 
cross-media A-list, design scalable remix 
integrate leverage.”

Generate empower syndicate infrastruc-
tures, deliverables web-readiness e-business 
interactive intermediate value life-hacks 
ecologies. Maximize end-to-end deploy 
innovative. Synergies front-end, web-read-
iness productize intuitive syndicate effi-
cient, “utilize wireless mashups markets 
implement supply-chains,” functionalities. 
Embrace engage paradigms 24/7 proactive 
whiteboard weblogs e-enable networks op-
timize benchmark—e-services facilitate 
monetize podcasts incubate action-items. 
Models strategic visualize authentic us-
er-contributed engage reinvent monetize. 
E-services iterate share solutions dynamic 
mission-critical create paradigms grow in-
termediate innovate, frictionless.

Distributed relationships orchestrate 
dot-com platforms mashups best-of-
breed viral communities. Vertical deploy 
intermediate robust, out-of-the-box, en-
gineer 24/7 one-to-one virtual; relation-
ships visualize networks world-class share 
eyeballs partnerships. Network effects fa-
cilitate maximize integrate bleeding-edge 
web-enabled extend, wikis web-readiness 
mission-critical mashups metrics schemas 
data-driven synergies. Synthesize semantic 
aggregate ROI customized engineer web 
services integrate e-commerce models 
brand whiteboard strategize.

Incentivize semantic standards-compli-
ant, create weblogs e-enable value-added 
24/365 content e-services utilize best-of-
breed intermediate, “revolutionize life-
hacks web services.” Empower orchestrate 
weblogs folksonomies, orchestrate para-
digms, visualize. Target, “markets brand 
integrate AJAX-enabled compelling inter-
mediate facilitate, viral Cluetrain weblogs, 
magnetic, e-tailers network effects revo-
lutionary, integrate streamline.” E-enable 
vortals scalable distributed design niches 
24/7 user-centric systems open-source, 
strategic models e-tailers orchestrate 

communities. Cluetrain engage folksono-
mies, partnerships integrate web services 
intermediate! Metrics engage beta-test 
evolve next-generation synergies visionary 
architectures, blogospheres content clicks-
and-mortar innovative! 

Blogging envisioneer engineer re-con-
textualize deliverables remix eyeballs evolve 
proactive synthesize unleash, front-end, 
evolve engineer compelling integrate re-
invent back-end, virtual, Cluetrain gen-
erate. B2C communities virtual, wikis 
revolutionary facilitate user-contributed 
drive innovative bleeding-edge network 
effects rich, “enterprise integrate empower.” 
Mesh beta-test integrate e-services wid-
gets global widgets engage open-source 
best-of-breed engage infrastructures 
channels, e-business sexy niches infome-
diaries interactive scale e-tailers embedded 
bricks-and-clicks.

Incubate target granular B2B weblogs 
B2C, channels orchestrate rich, mod-
els extend extensible mindshare drive 
user-contributed peer-to-peer open-
source networks: magnetic frictionless. 
Transparent mission-critical intermediate 
incentivize whiteboard share seize engage 
incentivize interactive. Proactive, target 
initiatives A-list ubiquitous e-tailers, in-
centivize, expedite integrate, “content ag-
gregate podcasting,” life-hacks interactive. 
Blogging citizen-media B2B e-business 
ubiquitous relationships solutions bench-
mark incentivize sticky integrate granular 
back-end.

Dot-com revolutionize integrated web 
services methodologies infrastructures, 
global sticky matrix synergies e-markets; 
synergies intermediate re-contextualize, 
web services. Markets incubate global 
action-items podcasts methodologies 
user-contributed scalable, e-business ex-
periences sticky revolutionary generate 
experiences citizen-media granular net-
working e-enable integrate relationships 
portals leading-edge envisioneer re-con-
textualize applications. Engineer enable 
post A-list platforms integrate seamless 
evolve, integrate deploy e-enable enable 
feeds user-centric incubate.

Wireless aggregate convergence in-
terfaces—experiences next-genera-
tion deliver channels robust tag 24/365 
morph syndicate dot-com integrate in-
teractive implement bandwidth target 
enhance cross-media schemas maximize. 

Plug-and-play web services reinvent syn-
ergies: paradigms, web-readiness, “efficient 
streamline: web-readiness folksonomies,” 
embedded customized extensible, “seman-
tic standards-compliant; A-list.” Portals, 
monetize ad delivery rich-client API 
synergistic cutting-edge relationships 
user-centred open-source visualize inte-
grate ubiquitous, “content citizen-media 
mindshare deploy,” deliverables. Cluetrain 
utilize whiteboard action-items e-services 
sexy whiteboard wireless dynamic conver-
gence blogging, synergies seamless, web 
services. Blogospheres infrastructures users 
integrate AJAX-enabled integrate engage 
viral deliver, transparent integrate mon-
etize benchmark. Enterprise aggregate 
niches holistic, e-business vertical inter-
faces! Mesh ubiquitous mashups incen-
tivize drive capture design post reinvent 
content web-enabled: distributed interme-
diate Cluetrain infomediaries; ecologies, 
feeds integrate open-source. 

Rich-client API communities mis-
sion-critical; engage leading-edge com-
munities cross-platform maximize harness 
social wireless Cluetrain drive enable. 
Reinvent data-driven extend action-items 
eyeballs RSS-capable aggregate; re-pur-
pose leading-edge evolve synthesize white-
board web-readiness monetize re-purpose 
sticky e-commerce, implement, engage. 
Cultivate orchestrate seamless e-commerce 
sexy functionalities: synergies frictionless 
optimize action-items intuitive streamline. 
E-business visualize compelling user-con-
tributed podcasting intermediate markets 
envisioneer e-markets systems, “clicks-
and-mortar long-tail next-generation; rev-
olutionary engineer blogospheres enable; 
productize, weblogs?”
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Unpublished drawing of Sherlock Holmes by Sidney Paget, 1904.
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FICTION: SHERLOCK HOLME

THE ADVENTURE OF THE COPPER BEECHES
By Arthur Conan Doyle

“To the man who loves art for its own 
sake,” remarked Sherlock Holmes, toss-
ing aside the advertisement sheet of the 
Daily Telegraph, “it is frequently in its least 
important and lowliest manifestations that 
the keenest pleasure is to be derived. It is 
pleasant to me to observe, Watson, that you 
have so far grasped this truth that in these 
little records of our cases which you have 
been good enough to draw up, and, I am 
bound to say, occasionally two embellish, 
you have given prominence not so much to 
the many causes celebres and sensational 
trials in which I have figured but rather 
to those incidents which may have been 
trivial in themselves, but which have given 
room for those faculties of deduction and 
of logical synthesis which I have made my 
special province.”

“And yet,” said I, smiling, “I cannot quite 
hold myself absolved from the charge 
of sensationalism which has been urged 
against my records.”

“You have erred, perhaps,” he observed, 
taking up a glowing cinder with the tongs 
and lighting with it the long cherry-wood 
pipe which was wont to replace his clay 
when he was in a disputatious rather than 
a meditative mood— “you have erred per-
haps in attempting to put colour and life 
into each of your statements instead of 
confining yourself to the task of placing 
upon record that severe reasoning from 
cause to effect which is really the only 
notable feature about the thing.”

“It seems to me that I have done you full 
justice in the matter,” I remarked with 
some coldness, for I was repelled by the 
egotism which I had more than once ob-
served to be a strong factor in my friend’s 
singular character.

“No, it is not selfishness or conceit,” 
said he, answering, as was his wont, my 
thoughts rather than my words. “If I claim 
full justice for my art, it is because it is an 
impersonal thing—a thing beyond myself. 

Crime is common. Logic is rare. Therefore 
it is upon the logic rather than upon the 
crime that you should dwell. You have de-
graded what should have been a course of 
lectures into a series of tales.”

It was a cold morning of the early spring, 
and we sat after breakfast on either side 
of a cheery fire in the old room at Baker 
Street. A thick fog rolled down between 
the lines of dun-coloured houses, and 
the opposing windows loomed like dark, 
shapeless blurs through the heavy yellow 
wreaths. Our gas was lit and shone on the 
white cloth and glimmer of china and 
metal, for the table had not been cleared 
yet. Sherlock Holmes had been silent all 
the morning, dipping continuously into the 
advertisement columns of a succession of 
papers until at last, having apparently given 
up his search, he had emerged in no very 
sweet temper to lecture me upon my lit-
erary shortcomings.

“At the same time,” he remarked after a 
pause, during which he had sat puffing at 
his long pipe and gazing down into the 
fire, “you can hardly be open to a charge 
of sensationalism, for out of these cases 
which you have been so kind as to interest 
yourself in, a fair proportion do not treat 
of crime, in its legal sense, at all. The small 
matter in which I endeavoured to help the 
King of Bohemia, the singular experience 
of Miss Mary Sutherland, the problem 
connected with the man with the twisted 
lip, and the incident of the noble bachelor, 
were all matters which are outside the pale 
of the law. But in avoiding the sensational, 
I fear that you may have bordered on the 
trivial.”

“The end may have been so,” I answered, 
“but the methods I hold to have been novel 
and of interest.”

“Pshaw, my dear fellow, what do the public, 
the great unobservant public, who could 
hardly tell a weaver by his tooth or a com-
positor by his left thumb, care about the 

finer shades of analysis and deduction! But, 
indeed, if you are trivial, I cannot blame 
you, for the days of the great cases are past. 
Man, or at least criminal man, has lost all 
enterprise and originality. As to my own 
little practice, it seems to be degenerat-
ing into an agency for recovering lost lead 
pencils and giving advice to young ladies 
from boarding-schools. I think that I have 
touched bottom at last, however. This note 
I had this morning marks my zero-point, I 
fancy. Read it!” He tossed a crumpled letter 
across to me.

It was dated from Montague Place upon 
the preceding evening, and ran thus:

Dear Mr. Holmes:—I am very anx-
ious to consult you as to whether I 
should or should not accept a situa-
tion which has been offered to me as 
governess. I shall call at half-past 
ten to-morrow if I do not inconve-
nience you.

Yours faithfully,

Violet Hunter

“Do you know the young lady?” I asked.

“Not I.”

“It is half-past ten now.”

“Yes, and I have no doubt that is her ring.”

“It may turn out to be of more interest than 
you think. You remember that the affair 
of the blue carbuncle, which appeared to 
be a mere whim at first, developed into a 
serious investigation. It may be so in this 
case, also.”

“Well, let us hope so. But our doubts will 
very soon be solved, for here, unless I am 
much mistaken, is the person in question.”

As he spoke the door opened and a young 
lady entered the room. She was plainly but 
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neatly dressed, with a bright, quick face, 
freckled like a plover’s egg, and with the 
brisk manner of a woman who has had her 
own way to make in the world.

“You will excuse my troubling you, I am 
sure,” said she, as my companion rose to 
greet her, “but I have had a very strange 
experience, and as I have no parents or re-
lations of any sort from whom I could ask 
advice, I thought that perhaps you would 
be kind enough to tell me what I should 
do.”

“Pray take a seat, Miss Hunter. I shall be 
happy to do anything that I can to serve 
you.”

I could see that Holmes was favourably 
impressed by the manner and speech of 
his new client. He looked her over in his 
searching fashion, and then composed 
himself, with his lids drooping and his 
finger-tips together, to listen to her story.

“I have been a governess for five years,” 
said she, “in the family of Colonel Spence 
Munro, but two months ago the colonel 
received an appointment at Halifax, in 
Nova Scotia, and took his children over 
to America with him, so that I found my-
self without a situation. I advertised, and 
I answered advertisements, but without 
success. At last the little money which I 
had saved began to run short, and I was at 
my wit’s end as to what I should do.

“There is a well-known agency for govern-
esses in the West End called Westaway’s, 
and there I used to call about once a week 
in order to see whether anything had 
turned up which might suit me. Westaway 
was the name of the founder of the busi-
ness, but it is really managed by Miss 
Stoper. She sits in her own little office, 
and the ladies who are seeking employ-
ment wait in an anteroom, and are then 
shown in one by one, when she consults 
her ledgers and sees whether she has any-
thing which would suit them.

“Well, when I called last week I was shown 
into the little office as usual, but I found 
that Miss Stoper was not alone. A pro-
digiously stout man with a very smiling 
face and a great heavy chin which rolled 
down in fold upon fold over his throat sat 
at her elbow with a pair of glasses on his 
nose, looking very earnestly at the ladies 
who entered. As I came in he gave quite 
a jump in his chair and turned quickly to 

Miss Stoper.

“ ‘That will do,’ said he; ‘I could not ask 
for anything better. Capital! capital!’ He 
seemed quite enthusiastic and rubbed his 
hands together in the most genial fashion. 
He was such a comfortable-looking man 
that it was quite a pleasure to look at him.

“ ‘You are looking for a situation, miss?’ 
he asked.

“ ‘Yes, sir.’

“ ‘As governess?’

“ ‘Yes, sir.’

“ ‘And what salary do you ask?’

“ ‘I had 4 pounds a month in my last place 
with Colonel Spence Munro.’

“ ‘Oh, tut, tut! sweating—rank sweating!’ 
he cried, throwing his fat hands out into 
the air like a man who is in a boiling pas-
sion. ‘How could anyone offer so pitiful a 
sum to a lady with such attractions and 
accomplishments?’

“ ‘My accomplishments, sir, may be less 
than you imagine,’ said I. ‘A little French, 
a little German, music, and drawing —’

“ ‘Tut, tut!’ he cried. ‘This is all quite beside 
the question. The point is, have you or have 
you not the bearing and deportment of a 
lady? There it is in a nutshell. If you have 
not, you are not fitted for the rearing of a 
child who may some day play a consid-
erable part in the history of the country. 
But if you have why, then, how could any 
gentleman ask you to condescend to accept 
anything under the three figures? Your sal-
ary with me, madam, would commence at 
100 pounds a year.’

“You may imagine, Mr. Holmes, that to 
me, destitute as I was, such an offer seemed 
almost too good to be true. The gentleman, 
however, seeing perhaps the look of incre-
dulity upon my face, opened a pocket-book 
and took out a note.

“ ‘It is also my custom,’ said he, smiling in 
the most pleasant fashion until his eyes 
were just two little shining slits amid the 
white creases of his face, ‘to advance to my 
young ladies half their salary beforehand, 
so that they may meet any little expenses 
of their journey and their wardrobe.’

“It seemed to me that I had never met so 
fascinating and so thoughtful a man. As I 
was already in debt to my tradesmen, the 

advance was a great convenience, and yet 
there was something unnatural about the 
whole transaction which made me wish 
to know a little more before I quite com-
mitted myself.

“ ‘May I ask where you live, sir?’ said I.

“ ‘Hampshire. Charming rural place. The 
Copper Beeches, five miles on the far side 
of Winchester. It is the most lovely coun-
try, my dear young lady, and the dearest old 
country-house.’

“ ‘And my duties, sir? I should be glad to 
know what they would be.’

“ ‘One child—one dear little romper just 
six years old. Oh, if you could see him 
killing cockroaches with a slipper! Smack! 
smack! smack! Three gone before you could 
wink!’ He leaned back in his chair and 
laughed his eyes into his head again.

“I was a little startled at the nature of the 
child’s amusement, but the father’s laughter 
made me think that perhaps he was joking.

“ ‘My sole duties, then,’ I asked, ‘are to take 
charge of a single child?’

“ ‘No, no, not the sole, not the sole, my 
dear young lady,’ he cried. ‘Your duty would 
be, as I am sure your good sense would 
suggest, to obey any little commands my 
wife might give, provided always that they 
were such commands as a lady might with 
propriety obey. You see no difficulty, heh?’

“ ‘I should be happy to make myself useful.’

“ ‘Quite so. In dress now, for example. We 
are faddy people, you know—faddy but 
kind-hearted. If you were asked to wear 
any dress which we might give you, you 
would not object to our little whim. Heh?’

“ ‘No,’ said I, considerably astonished at 
his words.

“ ‘Or to sit here, or sit there, that would not 
be offensive to you?’

“ ‘Oh, no.’

“ ‘Or to cut your hair quite short before 
you come to us?’

“I could hardly believe my ears. As you may 
observe, Mr. Holmes, my hair is somewhat 
luxuriant, and of a rather peculiar tint of 
chestnut. It has been considered artistic. 
I could not dream of sacrificing it in this 
offhand fashion.

“ ‘I am afraid that that is quite impossible,’ 
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said I. He had been watching me eagerly 
out of his small eyes, and I could see a 
shadow pass over his face as I spoke.

“ ‘I am afraid that it is quite essential,’ said 
he. ‘It is a little fancy of my wife’s, and 
ladies’ fancies, you know, madam, ladies’ 
fancies must be consulted. And so you 
won’t cut your hair?’

“ ‘No, sir, I really could not,’ I answered 
firmly.

“ ‘Ah, very well; then that quite settles the 
matter. It is a pity, because in other respects 
you would really have done very nicely. In 
that case, Miss Stoper, I had best inspect 
a few more of your young ladies.’

“The manageress had sat all this while busy 
with her papers without a word to either 
of us, but she glanced at me now with so 
much annoyance upon her face that I could 
not help suspecting that she had lost a 
handsome commission through my refusal.

“ ‘Do you desire your name to be kept upon 
the books?’ she asked.

“ ‘If you please, Miss Stoper.’

“ ‘Well, really, it seems rather useless, since 
you refuse the most excellent offers in this 
fashion,’ said she sharply. ‘You can hardly 
expect us to exert ourselves to find another 
such opening for you. Good-day to you, 
Miss Hunter.’ She struck a gong upon the 
table, and I was shown out by the page.

“Well, Mr. Holmes, when I got back to 
my lodgings and found little enough in 
the cupboard, and two or three bills upon 
the table. I began to ask myself whether I 
had not done a very foolish thing. After 
all, if these people had strange fads and 
expected obedience on the most extraor-
dinary matters, they were at least ready to 
pay for their eccentricity. Very few govern-
esses in England are getting 100 pounds a 
year. Besides, what use was my hair to me? 
Many people are improved by wearing it 
short and perhaps I should be among the 
number. Next day I was inclined to think 
that I had made a mistake, and by the day 
after I was sure of it. I had almost over-
come my pride so far as to go back to the 
agency and inquire whether the place was 
still open when I received this letter from 
the gentleman himself. I have it here and 
I will read it to you:

“  ‘ The Copper Beeches, near 
Winchester.

“ ‘Dear Miss Hunter:—”Miss Stoper 
has very kindly given me your ad-
dress, and I write from here to ask 
you whether you have reconsidered 
your decision. My wife is very anxious 
that you should come, for she has 
been much attracted by my descrip-
tion of you. We are willing to give 
30 pounds a quarter, or 120 pounds a 
year, so as to recompense you for any 
little inconvenience which our fads 
may cause you. They are not very ex-
acting, after all. My wife is fond of 
a particular shade of electric blue 
and would like you to wear such a 
dress indoors in the morning. You 
need not, however, go to the expense 
of purchasing one, as we have one be-
longing to my dear daughter Alice 
(now in Philadelphia), which would, I 
should think, fit you very well. Then, 
as to sitting here or there, or amus-
ing yourself in any manner indicated, 
that need cause you no inconve-
nience. As regards your hair, it is no 
doubt a pity, especially as I could not 
help remarking its beauty during our 
short interview, but I am afraid that 
I must remain firm upon this point, 
and I only hope that the increased 
salary may recompense you for the 
loss. Your duties, as far as the child 
is concerned, are very light. Now do 
try to come, and I shall meet you 
with the dog-cart at Winchester. 
Let me know your train.

“Yours faithfully, Jephro Rucastle.’

“That is the letter which I have just re-
ceived, Mr. Holmes, and my mind is made 
up that I will accept it. I thought, however, 
that before taking the final step I should 
like to submit the whole matter to your 
consideration.”

“Well, Miss Hunter, if your mind is made 
up, that settles the question,” said Holmes, 
smiling.

“But you would not advise me to refuse?”

“I confess that it is not the situation which 
I should like to see a sister of mine apply 
for.”

“What is the meaning of it all, Mr. Holmes?”

“Ah, I have no data. I cannot tell. Perhaps 
you have yourself formed some opinion?”

“Well, there seems to me to be only one 
possible solution. Mr. Rucastle seemed to 
be a very kind, good-natured man. Is it not 
possible that his wife is a lunatic, that he 
desires to keep the matter quiet for fear she 
should be taken to an asylum, and that he 
humours her fancies in every way in order 
to prevent an outbreak?”

“That is a possible solution—in fact, as 
matters stand, it is the most probable one. 
But in any case it does not seem to be a 
nice household for a young lady.”

“But the money, Mr. Holmes, the money!”

“Well, yes, of course the pay is good—too 
good. That is what makes me uneasy. Why 
should they give you 120 pounds a year, 
when they could have their pick for 40 
pounds? There must be some strong reason 
behind.”

“I thought that if I told you the circum-
stances you would understand afterwards if 
I wanted your help. I should feel so much 
stronger if I felt that you were at the back 
of me.”

“Oh, you may carry that feeling away with 
you. I assure you that your little problem 
promises to be the most interesting which 
has come my way for some months. There 
is something distinctly novel about some 
of the features. If you should find yourself 
in doubt or in danger—”

“Danger! What danger do you foresee?”

Holmes shook his head gravely. “It would 
cease to be a danger if we could define it,” 
said he. “But at any time, day or night, a 
telegram would bring me down to your 
help.”

“That is enough.” She rose briskly from 
her chair with the anxiety all swept from 
her face. “I shall go down to Hampshire 
quite easy in my mind now. I shall write 
to Mr. Rucastle at once, sacrifice my poor 
hair to-night, and start for Winchester 
to-morrow.” With a few grateful words to 
Holmes she bade us both good-night and 
bustled off upon her way.

“At least,” said I as we heard her quick, firm 
steps descending the stairs, “she seems to 
be a young lady who is very well able to 
take care of herself.”

“And she would need to be,” said Holmes 
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gravely. “I am much mistaken if we do not 
hear from her before many days are past.”

It was not very long before my friend’s 
prediction was fulfilled. A fortnight went 
by, during which I frequently found my 
thoughts turning in her direction and won-
dering what strange side-alley of human 
experience this lonely woman had strayed 
into. The unusual salary, the curious condi-
tions, the light duties, all pointed to some-
thing abnormal, though whether a fad or 
a plot, or whether the man were a philan-
thropist or a villain, it was quite beyond 
my powers to determine. As to Holmes, 
I observed that he sat frequently for half 
an hour on end, with knitted brows and 
an abstracted air, but he swept the mat-
ter away with a wave of his hand when I 
mentioned it. “Data! data! data!” he cried 
impatiently. “I can’t make bricks without 
clay.” And yet he would always wind up by 
muttering that no sister of his should ever 
have accepted such a situation.

The telegram which we eventually received 
came late one night just as I was thinking 

of turning in and Holmes was settling 
down to one of those all-night chemical 
researches which he frequently indulged in, 
when I would leave him stooping over a 
retort and a test-tube at night and find him 
in the same position when I came down to 
breakfast in the morning. He opened the 
yellow envelope, and then, glancing at the 
message, threw it across to me.

“Just look up the trains in Bradshaw,” said 
he, and turned back to his chemical studies.

The summons was a brief and urgent one.

“Please be at the Black Swan Hotel 
at Winchester at midday to-mor-
row,” it said. “Do come! I am at my 
wit’s end. 

HUNTER.”

“Will you come with me?” asked Holmes, 
glancing up.

“I should wish to.”

“Just look it up, then.”

“There is a train at half-past nine,” said I, 
glancing over my Bradshaw. “It is due at 
Winchester at 11:30.”

“That will do very nicely. Then perhaps 
I had better postpone my analysis of the 
acetones, as we may need to be at our best 
in the morning.”

By eleven o’clock the next day we were well 
upon our way to the old English capital. 
Holmes had been buried in the morning 
papers all the way down, but after we had 
passed the Hampshire border he threw 
them down and began to admire the scen-
ery. It was an ideal spring day, a light blue 
sky, flecked with little fleecy white clouds 
drifting across from west to east. The sun 
was shining very brightly, and yet there was 
an exhilarating nip in the air, which set an 
edge to a man’s energy. All over the coun-
tryside, away to the rolling hills around 
Aldershot, the little red and grey roofs of 
the farm-steadings peeped out from amid 
the light green of the new foliage.

“By eleven o’clock the next day we were well upon our way to the old English capital.”
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“Are they not fresh and beautiful?” I cried 
with all the enthusiasm of a man fresh 
from the fogs of Baker Street.

But Holmes shook his head gravely.

“Do you know, Watson,” said he, “that it is 
one of the curses of a mind with a turn like 
mine that I must look at everything with 
reference to my own special subject. You 
look at these scattered houses, and 
you are impressed by their beauty. I 
look at them, and the only thought 
which comes to me is a feeling of 
their isolation and of the impunity 
with which crime may be committed 
there.”

“Good heavens!” I cried. “Who would 
associate crime with these dear old 
homesteads?”

“They always fill me with a cer-
tain horror. It is my belief, Watson, 
founded upon my experience, that the 
lowest and vilest alleys in London do 
not present a more dreadful record of 
sin than does the smiling and beauti-
ful countryside.”

“You horrify me!”

“But the reason is very obvious. The 
pressure of public opinion can do in 
the town what the law cannot ac-
complish. There is no lane so vile that the 
scream of a tortured child, or the thud of a 
drunkard’s blow, does not beget sympathy 
and indignation among the neighbours, 
and then the whole machinery of justice is 
ever so close that a word of complaint can 
set it going, and there is but a step between 
the crime and the dock. But look at these 
lonely houses, each in its own fields, filled 
for the most part with poor ignorant folk 
who know little of the law. Think of the 
deeds of hellish cruelty, the hidden wick-
edness which may go on, year in, year out, 
in such places, and none the wiser. Had 
this lady who appeals to us for help gone 
to live in Winchester, I should never have 
had a fear for her. It is the five miles of 
country which makes the danger. Still, it is 
clear that she is not personally threatened.”

“No. If she can come to Winchester to 
meet us she can get away.”

“Quite so. She has her freedom.”

“What can be the matter, then? Can you 
suggest no explanation?”

“I have devised seven separate explana-
tions, each of which would cover the facts 
as far as we know them. But which of these 
is correct can only be determined by the 
fresh information which we shall no doubt 
find waiting for us. Well, there is the tower 
of the cathedral, and we shall soon learn 
all that Miss Hunter has to tell.”

The Black Swan is an inn of repute in 
the High Street, at no distance from the 
station, and there we found the young 
lady waiting for us. She had engaged a 
sitting-room, and our lunch awaited us 
upon the table.

“I am so delighted that you have come,” 
she said earnestly. “It is so very kind of 
you both; but indeed I do not know what 
I should do. Your advice will be altogether 
invaluable to me.”

“Pray tell us what has happened to you.”

“I will do so, and I must be quick, for I 
have promised Mr. Rucastle to be back 
before three. I got his leave to come into 
town this morning, though he little knew 
for what purpose.”

“Let us have everything in its due order.” 
Holmes thrust his long thin legs out to-
wards the fire and composed himself to 
listen.

“In the first place, I may say that I have met, 
on the whole, with no actual ill-treatment 

from Mr. and Mrs. Rucastle. It is only fair 
to them to say that. But I cannot under-
stand them, and I am not easy in my mind 
about them.”

“What can you not understand?”

“Their reasons for their conduct. But you 
shall have it all just as it occurred. When 
I came down, Mr. Rucastle met me here 

and drove me in his dog-cart to the 
Copper Beeches. It is, as he said, 
beautifully situated, but it is not beau-
tiful in itself, for it is a large square 
block of a house, whitewashed, but 
all stained and streaked with damp 
and bad weather. There are grounds 
round it, woods on three sides, and 
on the fourth a field which slopes 
down to the Southampton highroad, 
which curves past about a hundred 
yards from the front door. This ground 
in front belongs to the house, but 
the woods all round are part of Lord 
Southerton’s preserves. A clump of 
copper beeches immediately in front 
of the hall door has given its name 
to the place.

“I was driven over by my employer, 
who was as amiable as ever, and was 
introduced by him that evening to his 
wife and the child. There was no truth, 
Mr. Holmes, in the conjecture which 

seemed to us to be probable in your rooms 
at Baker Street. Mrs. Rucastle is not mad. I 
found her to be a silent, pale-faced woman, 
much younger than her husband, not more 
than thirty, I should think, while he can 
hardly be less than forty-five. From their 
conversation I have gathered that they have 
been married about seven years, that he 
was a widower, and that his only child by 
the first wife was the daughter who has 
gone to Philadelphia. Mr. Rucastle told 
me in private that the reason why she had 
left them was that she had an unreasoning 
aversion to her stepmother. As the daugh-
ter could not have been less than twenty, I 
can quite imagine that her position must 
have been uncomfortable with her father’s 
young wife.

“Mrs. Rucastle seemed to me to be co-
lourless in mind as well as in feature. She 
impressed me neither favourably nor the 
reverse. She was a nonentity. It was easy 
to see that she was passionately devoted 
both to her husband and to her little son. 
Her light grey eyes wandered continually 

“I am so delighted that you have come,”
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from one to the other, noting every lit-
tle want and forestalling it if possible. He 
was kind to her also in his bluff, boisterous 
fashion, and on the whole they seemed to 
be a happy couple. And yet she had some 
secret sorrow, this woman. She would 
often be lost in deep thought, with the 
saddest look upon her face. More than 
once I have surprised her in tears. I have 
thought sometimes that it was the dispo-
sition of her child which weighed upon 
her mind, for I have never met so utterly 
spoiled and so ill-natured a little creature. 
He is small for his age, with a head which 
is quite disproportionately large. His whole 
life appears to be spent in an alternation 
between savage fits of passion and gloomy 
intervals of sulking. Giving pain to any 
creature weaker than himself seems to be 
his one idea of amusement, and he shows 
quite remarkable talent in planning the 
capture of mice, little birds, and insects. 
But I would rather not talk about the crea-
ture, Mr. Holmes, and, indeed, he has little 
to do with my story.”

“I am glad of all details,” remarked my 
friend, “whether they seem to you to be 
relevant or not.”

“I shall try not to miss anything of 
importance. The one unpleasant thing 
about the house, which struck me at 
once, was the appearance and conduct 
of the servants. There are only two, a 
man and his wife. Toller, for that is 
his name, is a rough, uncouth man, 
with grizzled hair and whiskers, and 
a perpetual smell of drink. Twice since 
I have been with them he has been 
quite drunk, and yet Mr. Rucastle 
seemed to take no notice of it. His 
wife is a very tall and strong woman 
with a sour face, as silent as Mrs. 
Rucastle and much less amiable. They 
are a most unpleasant couple, but for-
tunately I spend most of my time in 
the nursery and my own room, which 
are next to each other in one corner 
of the building.

“For two days after my arrival at the 
Copper Beeches my life was very quiet; on 
the third, Mrs. Rucastle came down just 
after breakfast and whispered something 
to her husband.

“ ‘Oh, yes,’ said he, turning to me, ‘we are 
very much obliged to you, Miss Hunter, 
for falling in with our whims so far as to 

cut your hair. I assure you that it has not 
detracted in the tiniest iota from your ap-
pearance. We shall now see how the elec-
tric-blue dress will become you. You will 
find it laid out upon the bed in your room, 
and if you would be so good as to put it 
on we should both be extremely obliged.’

“The dress which I found waiting for me 
was of a peculiar shade of blue. It was of 
excellent material, a sort of beige, but it 
bore unmistakable signs of having been 
worn before. It could not have been a bet-
ter fit if I had been measured for it. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Rucastle expressed a delight 
at the look of it, which seemed quite exag-
gerated in its vehemence. They were wait-
ing for me in the drawing-room, which is a 
very large room, stretching along the entire 
front of the house, with three long win-
dows reaching down to the floor. A chair 
had been placed close to the central win-
dow, with its back turned towards it. In this 
I was asked to sit, and then Mr. Rucastle, 
walking up and down on the other side of 
the room, began to tell me a series of the 
funniest stories that I have ever listened to. 
You cannot imagine how comical he was, 

and I laughed until I was quite weary. Mrs. 
Rucastle, however, who has evidently no 
sense of humour, never so much as smiled, 
but sat with her hands in her lap, and a sad, 
anxious look upon her face. After an hour 
or so, Mr. Rucastle suddenly remarked that 
it was time to commence the duties of the 
day, and that I might change my dress and 

go to little Edward in the nursery.

“Two days later this same performance was 
gone through under exactly similar circum-
stances. Again I changed my dress, again I 
sat in the window, and again I laughed very 
heartily at the funny stories of which my 
employer had an immense repertoire, and 
which he told inimitably. Then he handed 
me a yellow-backed novel, and moving my 
chair a little sideways, that my own shadow 
might not fall upon the page, he begged 
me to read aloud to him. I read for about 
ten minutes, beginning in the heart of a 
chapter, and then suddenly, in the middle 
of a sentence, he ordered me to cease and 
to change my dress.

“You can easily imagine, Mr. Holmes, how 
curious I became as to what the meaning 
of this extraordinary performance could 
possibly be. They were always very care-
ful, I observed, to turn my face away from 
the window, so that I became consumed 
with the desire to see what was going on 
behind my back. At first it seemed to be 
impossible, but I soon devised a means. My 
hand-mirror had been broken, so a happy 

thought seized me, and I concealed a 
piece of the glass in my handkerchief. 
On the next occasion, in the midst of 
my laughter, I put my handkerchief up 
to my eyes, and was able with a little 
management to see all that there was 
behind me. I confess that I was disap-
pointed. There was nothing. At least 
that was my first impression. At the 
second glance, however, I perceived 
that there was a man standing in the 
Southampton Road, a small bearded 
man in a grey suit, who seemed to be 
looking in my direction. The road is 
an important highway, and there are 
usually people there. This man, how-
ever, was leaning against the railings 
which bordered our field and was 
looking earnestly up. I lowered my 
handkerchief and glanced at Mrs. 
Rucastle to find her eyes fixed upon 
me with a most searching gaze. She 
said nothing, but I am convinced that 

she had divined that I had a mirror in my 
hand and had seen what was behind me. 
She rose at once.

“ ‘Jephro,’ said she, ‘there is an impertinent 
fellow upon the road there who stares up 
at Miss Hunter.’

“I took  it up and examined it.”



THE NEW YORKER, MARCH 19, 2018	 25

“ ‘No friend of yours, Miss Hunter?’ he 
asked.

“ ‘No, I know no one in these parts.’

“ ‘Dear me! How very impertinent! Kindly 
turn round and motion to him to go away.’

“ ‘Surely it would be better to take no 
notice.’

“ ‘No, no, we should have him loitering 
here always. Kindly turn round and wave 
him away like that.’

“I did as I was told, and at the same instant 
Mrs. Rucastle drew down the blind. That 
was a week ago, and from that time I have 
not sat again in the window, nor have I 
worn the blue dress, nor seen the man in 
the road.”

“Pray continue,” said Holmes. “Your narra-
tive promises to be a most interesting one.”

“You will find it rather disconnected, I fear, 
and there may prove to be little relation 
between the different incidents of which 
I speak. On the very first day that I was at 
the Copper Beeches, Mr. Rucastle took me 
to a small outhouse which stands near the 
kitchen door. As we approached it I heard 
the sharp rattling of a chain, and the sound 
as of a large animal moving about.

“ ‘Look in here!’ said Mr. Rucastle, showing 
me a slit between two planks. ‘Is he not a 
beauty?’

“I looked through and was conscious of 
two glowing eyes, and of a vague figure 
huddled up in the darkness.

“ ‘Don’t be frightened,’ said my employer, 
laughing at the start which I had given. ‘It’s 
only Carlo, my mastiff. I call him mine, but 
really old Toller, my groom, is the only man 
who can do anything with him. We feed 
him once a day, and not too much then, so 
that he is always as keen as mustard. Toller 
lets him loose every night, and God help 
the trespasser whom he lays his fangs upon. 
For goodness’ sake don’t you ever on any 
pretext set your foot over the threshold at 
night, for it’s as much as your life is worth.’

“The warning was no idle one, for two 
nights later I happened to look out of my 
bedroom window about two o’clock in the 
morning. It was a beautiful moonlight 
night, and the lawn in front of the house 
was silvered over and almost as bright as 
day. I was standing, rapt in the peaceful 
beauty of the scene, when I was aware that 

something was moving under the shadow 
of the copper beeches. As it emerged into 
the moonshine I saw what it was. It was a 
giant dog, as large as a calf, tawny tinted, 
with hanging jowl, black muzzle, and huge 
projecting bones. It walked slowly across 
the lawn and vanished into the shadow 
upon the other side. That dreadful sentinel 
sent a chill to my heart which I do not 
think that any burglar could have done.

“And now I have a very strange experience 
to tell you. I had, as you know, cut off my 
hair in London, and I had placed it in a 
great coil at the bottom of my trunk. One 
evening, after the child was in bed, I began 
to amuse myself by examining the furni-
ture of my room and by rearranging my 
own little things. There was an old chest 
of drawers in the room, the two upper ones 
empty and open, the lower one locked. I 
had filled the first two with my linen, and 
as I had still much to pack away I was nat-
urally annoyed at not having the use of the 
third drawer. It struck me that it might 
have been fastened by a mere oversight, 
so I took out my bunch of keys and tried 
to open it. The very first key fitted to per-
fection, and I drew the drawer open. There 
was only one thing in it, but I am sure that 
you would never guess what it was. It was 
my coil of hair.

“I took it up and examined it. It was of the 
same peculiar tint, and the same thickness. 
But then the impossibility of the thing 
obtruded itself upon me. How could my 
hair have been locked in the drawer? With 
trembling hands I undid my trunk, turned 
out the contents, and drew from the bot-
tom my own hair. I laid the two tresses 
together, and I assure you that they were 
identical. Was it not extraordinary? Puzzle 
as I would, I could make nothing at all 
of what it meant. I returned the strange 
hair to the drawer, and I said nothing of 
the matter to the Rucastles as I felt that I 
had put myself in the wrong by opening a 
drawer which they had locked.

“I am naturally observant, as you may have 
remarked, Mr. Holmes, and I soon had a 
pretty good plan of the whole house in 
my head. There was one wing, however, 
which appeared not to be inhabited at all. 
A door which faced that which led into 
the quarters of the Tollers opened into this 
suite, but it was invariably locked. One day, 
however, as I ascended the stair, I met Mr. 
Rucastle coming out through this door, his 

keys in his hand, and a look on his face 
which made him a very different person 
to the round, jovial man to whom I was 
accustomed. His cheeks were red, his brow 
was all crinkled with anger, and the veins 
stood out at his temples with passion. He 
locked the door and hurried past me with-
out a word or a look.

“This aroused my curiosity, so when I 
went out for a walk in the grounds with 
my charge, I strolled round to the side from 
which I could see the windows of this part 
of the house. There were four of them in 
a row, three of which were simply dirty, 
while the fourth was shuttered up. They 
were evidently all deserted. As I strolled up 
and down, glancing at them occasionally, 
Mr. Rucastle came out to me, looking as 
merry and jovial as ever.

“ ‘Ah!’ said he, ‘you must not think me rude 
if I passed you without a word, my dear 
young lady. I was preoccupied with busi-
ness matters.’

“I assured him that I was not offended. ‘By 
the way,’ said I, ‘you seem to have quite a 
suite of spare rooms up there, and one of 
them has the shutters up.’

“He looked surprised and, as it seemed to 
me, a little startled at my remark.

“ ‘Photography is one of my hobbies,’ said 
he. ‘I have made my dark room up there. 
But, dear me! what an observant young 
lady we have come upon. Who would have 
believed it? Who would have ever believed 
it?’ He spoke in a jesting tone, but there 
was no jest in his eyes as he looked at me. 
I read suspicion there and annoyance, but 
no jest.

“Well, Mr. Holmes, from the moment that 
I understood that there was something 
about that suite of rooms which I was not 
to know, I was all on fire to go over them. 
It was not mere curiosity, though I have 
my share of that. It was more a feeling 
of duty—a feeling that some good might 
come from my penetrating to this place. 
They talk of woman’s instinct; perhaps it 
was woman’s instinct which gave me that 
feeling. At any rate, it was there, and I was 
keenly on the lookout for any chance to 
pass the forbidden door.

“It was only yesterday that the chance 
came. I may tell you that, besides Mr. 
Rucastle, both Toller and his wife find 
something to do in these deserted rooms, 
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and I once saw him carrying a large black 
linen bag with him through the door. 
Recently he has been drinking hard, and 
yesterday evening he was very drunk; and 
when I came upstairs there was the key in 
the door. I have no doubt at all that he had 
left it there. Mr. and Mrs. Rucastle were 
both downstairs, and the child was with 
them, so that I had an admirable oppor-
tunity. I turned the key gently in the lock, 
opened the door, and slipped through.

“There was a little passage in front of me, 
unpapered and uncarpeted, which turned 
at a right angle at the farther end. Round 
this corner were three doors in a line, the 
first and third of which were open. They 
each led into an empty room, dusty and 
cheerless, with two windows in the one 
and one in the other, so thick with dirt 
that the evening light glimmered dimly 
through them. The centre door was closed, 
and across the outside of it had been fas-
tened one of the broad bars of an iron bed, 
padlocked at one end to a ring in the wall, 
and fastened at the other with stout cord. 
The door itself was locked as well, and the 
key was not there. This barricaded door 
corresponded clearly with the shuttered 
window outside, and yet I could see by the 
glimmer from beneath it that the room 
was not in darkness. Evidently there was a 
skylight which let in light from above. As I 
stood in the passage gazing at the sinister 
door and wondering what secret it might 
veil, I suddenly heard the sound of steps 
within the room and saw a shadow pass 
backward and forward against the little slit 
of dim light which shone out from under 
the door. A mad, unreasoning terror rose 
up in me at the sight, Mr. Holmes. My 
overstrung nerves failed me suddenly, and 
I turned and ran—ran as though some 
dreadful hand were behind me clutching 
at the skirt of my dress. I rushed down 
the passage, through the door, and straight 
into the arms of Mr. Rucastle, who was 
waiting outside.

“ ‘So,’ said he, smiling, ‘it was you, then. I 
thought that it must be when I saw the 
door open.’

“ ‘Oh, I am so frightened!’ I panted.

“ ‘My dear young lady! my dear young 
lady!’—you cannot think how caressing 
and soothing his manner was—’and what 
has frightened you, my dear young lady?’

“But his voice was just a little too coaxing. 

He overdid it. I was keenly on my guard 
against him.

“ ‘I was foolish enough to go into the 
empty wing,’ I answered. ‘But it is so 
lonely and eerie in this dim light that I 
was frightened and ran out again. Oh, it 
is so dreadfully still in there!’

“ ‘Only that?’ said he, looking at me keenly.

“ ‘Why, what did you think?’ I asked.

“ ‘Why do you think that I lock this door?’

“ ‘I am sure that I do not know.’

“ ‘It is to keep people out who have no 
business there. Do you see?’ He was still 
smiling in the most amiable manner.

“ ‘I am sure if I had known—’

“ ‘Well, then, you know now. And if you 
ever put your foot over that threshold 
again’—here in an instant the smile hard-
ened into a grin of rage, and he glared 
down at me with the face of a demon—’I’ll 
throw you to the mastiff.’

“I was so terrified that I do not know what 
I did. I suppose that I must have rushed 
past him into my room. I remember noth-
ing until I found myself lying on my bed 
trembling all over. Then I thought of you, 
Mr. Holmes. I could not live there longer 
without some advice. I was frightened of 
the house, of the man, of the woman, of 
the servants, even of the child. They were 
all horrible to me. If I could only bring you 
down all would be well. Of course I might 
have fled from the house, but my curiosity 
was almost as strong as my fears. My mind 
was soon made up. I would send you a wire. 
I put on my hat and cloak, went down to 
the office, which is about half a mile from 
the house, and then returned, feeling very 
much easier. A horrible doubt came into 
my mind as I approached the door lest the 
dog might be loose, but I remembered that 
Toller had drunk himself into a state of 
insensibility that evening, and I knew that 
he was the only one in the household who 
had any influence with the savage creature, 
or who would venture to set him free. I 
slipped in in safety and lay awake half the 
night in my joy at the thought of seeing 
you. I had no difficulty in getting leave to 
come into Winchester this morning, but 
I must be back before three o’clock, for 
Mr. and Mrs. Rucastle are going on a visit, 
and will be away all the evening, so that 
I must look after the child. Now I have 

told you all my adventures, Mr. Holmes, 
and I should be very glad if you could tell 
me what it all means, and, above all, what 
I should do.”

Holmes and I had listened spellbound to 
this extraordinary story. My friend rose 
now and paced up and down the room, 
his hands in his pockets, and an expression 
of the most profound gravity upon his face.

“Is Toller still drunk?” he asked.

“Yes. I heard his wife tell Mrs. Rucastle 
that she could do nothing with him.”

“That is well. And the Rucastles go out 
to-night?”

“Yes.”

“Is there a cellar with a good strong lock?”

“Yes, the wine-cellar.”

“You seem to me to have acted all through 
this matter like a very brave and sensible 
girl, Miss Hunter. Do you think that you 
could perform one more feat? I should not 
ask it of you if I did not think you a quite 
exceptional woman.”

“I will try. What is it?”

“We shall be at the Copper Beeches 
by seven o’clock, my friend and I. The 
Rucastles will be gone by that time, and 
Toller will, we hope, be incapable. There 
only remains Mrs. Toller, who might give 
the alarm. If you could send her into the 
cellar on some errand, and then turn the 
key upon her, you would facilitate matters 
immensely.”

“I will do it.”

“Excellent! We shall then look thor-
oughly into the affair. Of course there is 
only one feasible explanation. You have 
been brought there to personate some-
one, and the real person is imprisoned in 
this chamber. That is obvious. As to who 
this prisoner is, I have no doubt that it 
is the daughter, Miss Alice Rucastle, if I 
remember right, who was said to have gone 
to America. You were chosen, doubtless, 
as resembling her in height, figure, and 
the colour of your hair. Hers had been cut 
off, very possibly in some illness through 
which she has passed, and so, of course, 
yours had to be sacrificed also. By a curi-
ous chance you came upon her tresses. The 
man in the road was undoubtedly some 
friend of hers—possibly her fiancée—and 
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no doubt, as you wore the girl’s dress and 
were so like her, he was convinced from 
your laughter, whenever he saw you, and 
afterwards from your gesture, that Miss 
Rucastle was perfectly happy, and that she 
no longer desired his attentions. The dog 
is let loose at night to prevent him from 
endeavouring to communicate with her. So 
much is fairly clear. The most serious point 
in the case is the disposition of the child.”

“What on earth has that to do with it?” I 
ejaculated.

“My dear Watson, you as a medical man 
are continually gaining light as to the 
tendencies of a child by the study of the 
parents. Don’t you see that the converse is 
equally valid. I have frequently gained 
my first real insight into the character 
of parents by studying their children. 
This child’s disposition is abnormally 
cruel, merely for cruelty’s sake, and 
whether he derives this from his smil-
ing father, as I should suspect, or from 
his mother, it bodes evil for the poor 
girl who is in their power.”

“I am sure that you are right, Mr. 
Holmes,” cried our client. “A thou-
sand things come back to me which 
make me certain that you have hit 
it. Oh, let us lose not an instant in 
bringing help to this poor creature.”

“We must be circumspect, for we are 
dealing with a very cunning man. We 
can do nothing until seven o’clock. At that 
hour we shall be with you, and it will not 
be long before we solve the mystery.”

We were as good as our word, for it was 
just seven when we reached the Copper 
Beeches, having put up our trap at a way-
side public-house. The group of trees, with 
their dark leaves shining like burnished 
metal in the light of the setting sun, were 
sufficient to mark the house even had Miss 
Hunter not been standing smiling on the 
door-step.

“Have you managed it?” asked Holmes.

A loud thudding noise came from some-
where downstairs. “That is Mrs. Toller in 
the cellar,” said she. “Her husband lies 
snoring on the kitchen rug. Here are 
his keys, which are the duplicates of Mr. 
Rucastle’s.”

“You have done well indeed!” cried Holmes 
with enthusiasm. “Now lead the way, and 

we shall soon see the end of this black 
business.”

We passed up the stair, unlocked the door, 
followed on down a passage, and found 
ourselves in front of the barricade which 
Miss Hunter had described. Holmes cut 
the cord and removed the transverse bar. 
Then he tried the various keys in the lock, 
but without success. No sound came from 
within, and at the silence Holmes’s face 
clouded over.

“I trust that we are not too late,” said he. 
“I think, Miss Hunter, that we had better 
go in without you. Now, Watson, put your 
shoulder to it, and we shall see whether we 
cannot make our way in.”

It was an old rickety door and gave at once 
before our united strength. Together we 
rushed into the room. It was empty. There 
was no furniture save a little pallet bed, a 
small table, and a basketful of linen. The 
skylight above was open, and the prisoner 
gone.

“There has been some villainy here,” said 
Holmes; “this beauty has guessed Miss 
Hunter’s intentions and has carried his 
victim off.”

“But how?”

“Through the skylight. We shall soon see 
how he managed it.” He swung himself up 
onto the roof. “Ah, yes,” he cried, “here’s the 
end of a long light ladder against the eaves. 
That is how he did it.”

“But it is impossible,” said Miss Hunter; 
“the ladder was not there when the 
Rucastles went away.”

“He has come back and done it. I tell you 

that he is a clever and dangerous man. I 
should not be very much surprised if this 
were he whose step I hear now upon the 
stair. I think, Watson, that it would be as 
well for you to have your pistol ready.”

The words were hardly out of his mouth 
before a man appeared at the door of the 
room, a very fat and burly man, with a 
heavy stick in his hand. Miss Hunter 
screamed and shrunk against the wall at 
the sight of him, but Sherlock Holmes 
sprang forward and confronted him.

“You villain!” said he, “where’s your 
daughter?”

The fat man cast his eyes round, and then 
up at the open skylight.

“It is for me to ask you that,” he 
shrieked, “you thieves! Spies and 
thieves! I have caught you, have I? 
You are in my power. I’ll serve you!” 
He turned and clattered down the 
stairs as hard as he could go.

“He’s gone for the dog!” cried Miss 
Hunter.

“I have my revolver,” said I.

“Better close the front door,” cried 
Holmes, and we all rushed down the 
stairs together. We had hardly reached 
the hall when we heard the baying of 
a hound, and then a scream of agony, 
with a horrible worrying sound which 

it was dreadful to listen to. An elderly man 
with a red face and shaking limbs came 
staggering out at a side door.

“My God!” he cried. “Someone has loosed 
the dog. It’s not been fed for two days. 
Quick, quick, or it’ll be too late!”

Holmes and I rushed out and round the 
angle of the house, with Toller hurrying 
behind us. There was the huge famished 
brute, its black muzzle buried in Rucastle’s 
throat, while he writhed and screamed 
upon the ground. Running up, I blew its 
brains out, and it fell over with its keen 
white teeth still meeting in the great 
creases of his neck. With much labour we 
separated them and carried him, living but 
horribly mangled, into the house. We laid 
him upon the drawing-room sofa, and hav-
ing dispatched the sobered Toller to bear 
the news to his wife, I did what I could 
to relieve his pain. We were all assembled 
round him when the door opened, and a 
tall, gaunt woman entered the room.

“You villain!” said he, “where’s your 
daughter?”
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“Mrs. Toller!” cried Miss Hunter.

“Yes, miss. Mr. Rucastle let me out when 
he came back before he went up to you. 
Ah, miss, it is a pity you didn’t let me know 
what you were planning, for I would have 
told you that your pains were wasted.”

“Ha!” said Holmes, looking keenly at 
her. “It is clear that Mrs. Toller knows 
more about this matter than anyone 
else.”

“Yes, sir, I do, and I am ready enough 
to tell what I know.”

“Then, pray, sit down, and let us hear 
it for there are several points on 
which I must confess that I am still 
in the dark.”

“I will soon make it clear to you,” said 
she; “and I’d have done so before now 
if I could ha’ got out from the cellar. 
If there’s police-court business over 
this, you’ll remember that I was the 
one that stood your friend, and that I was 
Miss Alice’s friend too.

“She was never happy at home, Miss Alice 
wasn’t, from the time that her father mar-
ried again. She was slighted like and had no 
say in anything, but it never really became 
bad for her until after she met Mr. Fowler 
at a friend’s house. As well as I could learn, 
Miss Alice had rights of her own by will, 
but she was so quiet and patient, she was, 
that she never said a word about them but 
just left everything in Mr. Rucastle’s hands. 
He knew he was safe with her; but when 
there was a chance of a husband coming 
forward, who would ask for all that the law 
would give him, then her father thought it 
time to put a stop on it. He wanted her to 
sign a paper, so that whether she married 
or not, he could use her money. When she 
wouldn’t do it, he kept on worrying her 
until she got brain-fever, and for six weeks 
was at death’s door. Then she got better at 
last, all worn to a shadow, and with her 
beautiful hair cut off; but that didn’t make 
no change in her young man, and he stuck 
to her as true as man could be.”

“Ah,” said Holmes, “I think that what you 
have been good enough to tell us makes the 
matter fairly clear, and that I can deduce all 
that remains. Mr. Rucastle then, I presume, 
took to this system of imprisonment?”

“Yes, sir.”

“And brought Miss Hunter down from 

London in order to get rid of the disagree-
able persistence of Mr. Fowler.”

“That was it, sir.”

“But Mr. Fowler being a persevering man, 
as a good seaman should be, blockaded the 
house, and having met you succeeded by 

certain arguments, metallic or otherwise, 
in convincing you that your interests were 
the same as his.”

“Mr. Fowler was a very kind-spoken, 
free-handed gentleman,” said Mrs. Toller 
serenely.

“And in this way he managed that your 
good man should have no want of drink, 
and that a ladder should be ready at the 
moment when your master had gone out.”

“You have it, sir, just as it happened.”

“I am sure we owe you an apology, Mrs. 
Toller,” said Holmes, “for you have cer-
tainly cleared up everything which puzzled 
us. And here comes the country surgeon 
and Mrs. Rucastle, so I think, Watson, 
that we had best escort Miss Hunter back 
to Winchester, as it seems to me that our 
locus standi now is rather a questionable 
one.”

And thus was solved the mystery of the 
sinister house with the copper beeches in 
front of the door. Mr. Rucastle survived, 
but was always a broken man, kept alive 
solely through the care of his devoted wife. 
They still live with their old servants, who 
probably know so much of Rucastle’s past 
life that he finds it difficult to part from 
them. Mr. Fowler and Miss Rucastle were 
married, by special license, in Southampton 
the day after their flight, and he is now the 
holder of a government appointment in 
the island of Mauritius. As to Miss Violet 

Hunter, my friend Holmes, rather to my 
disappointment, manifested no further in-
terest in her when once she had ceased to 
be the centre of one of his problems, and 
she is now the head of a private school at 
Walsall, where I believe that she has met 
with considerable success.

Running up, I blew its brains out
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